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13 December 2023, 10:30-17:00 CET 

Agenda Item 1: Introduction and welcome 

 

1.a. Meeting instructions 

The IWG9 Plenary and ZEP AC76 meeting will be a physical meeting, held at the European 

Commission premises in Brussels – Rue de la Loi 120/130 (directions), room 130B. 

Physical participation is strongly encouraged. Virtual participation will be facilitated if required, 

via Webex. The link to join virtually can be found in the Outlook calendar invitation; you can 

also click here to join. 

 

1.b. Draft meeting agenda 

The draft agenda for the IWG9 Plenary and 77th meeting of the Advisory Council is appended 

as pre-read (see below). 

 

1.c. IWG9 Plenary and ZEP AC76 draft meeting minutes 

The draft meeting minutes of the previous IWG9 Plenary and 76th meeting of the ZEP Advisory 

Council, which took place on 14 June 2023, are appended as pre-read (see below). 

 

1.d. ZEP ACEC October meeting minutes 

The ZEP ACEC October meeting minutes are appended as pre-read (see below). 

 

1.e. ZEP ACEC November meeting minutes 

The ZEP ACEC November meeting minutes are appended as pre-read (see below). 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/K4eb35WXCoq6sXVFA
https://meet340.webex.com/meet340/j.php?MTID=mcb4ceb97a878c0e4119cec099487b0d6
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DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

ZEP 76th ADVISORY COUNCIL AND IWG9 PLENARY 

13 September 2023, 10:30-17:00 CEST 

In-person meeting in Brussels (and online) 

  

1. Welcome and introduction  

ET/chair welcomes participants and confirms quorum. Chair welcomes the new ZEP secretary-

general Joop Hazenberg. JH introduces himself. Chair thanks POG for his hard work and constant 

efforts to develop ZEP and support CCS deployment in Europe. Chair gives the floor to JR and WG 

for an update on the interaction between ZEP and IWG9. WC says it is more efficient to have one 

meeting but IWG should be seen as different from ZEP by outside stakeholders. The plan is to have 

two joint and two separate meetings per year [Clarification: After AC76 it was confirmed that the 

grant agreement requires all meetings to be joint AC/IWG9 meetings and this will be followed.] 

Chair asks if there is any other agenda item. Asks for approval of:  

• the IWG9 Plenary/AC76 draft meeting agenda – approved. 

• the IWG9 Plenary/AC75 draft meeting minutes – approved. 

• the ACEC August draft meeting minutes – approved. 

• the ACEC July draft meeting minutes – approved. 

 

2. ZEP developments  

JH provides an update on the budget. Financial reserves are expected to increase during 2023. 

Chair introduces the different options regarding ZEP’s future development, outlining that there needs 

to be a strong secretariat and a plan to grow ZEP. A members-only meeting with European 

Commission representatives will discuss options and propose a way forward. A discussion with 

participants follows. Chair reminds members to read the document presenting the different options 

and asks to confirm attendance to the meeting. 
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3. Updates from governments and projects 

SF from the Porthos project presents the latest developments following the positive Dutch Council 

of State ruling. A Q&A follows. 

PB presents the GeZero project that was recently selected for Innovation Fund funding. A Q&A 

follows. 

CP and MP present France’s draft strategy on CCS and CCU. A Q&A follows. 

Chair thanks the speakers. 

 

4. SET-Plan Review 

 
JR says that the ZEP Advisory Council and the IWG9 plenary are combined, adds that the co-chairs 

are looking at synergies between both. EL presents the planned review of the SET Plan. The aim is 

to align targets and activities with the new energy and climate policy. The identification of the most 

appropriate storage options will be supported. There will be additional considerations on hydrogen 

and cross-cutting topics. A new implementation working group (IWG) on hydrogen is planned. The 

implementation plan is planned for the end of September. 

 
5. Updates from the Networks 

a. Network Policy & Economics 

LSN gives an update on the ZEP Network Policy and Economics and the Working Group Policy & 

Funding. Chair asks for the approval of RB as co-chair of the Working Group Policy & Funding – 

approved. LSN presents the consultations that ZEP recently responded to. Chair asks for approval 

of the draft responses – approved. CAB provides an update on the CCSA/ZEP working group on 

CO2 transport by ship. The first draft of the report was presented early September.  

CDM raises a point regarding the ongoing consultation on the restriction of per- and polyfluoroalkyl 

substances (PFAS) and its potential impact on CCS and CCU. CDM says IOGP would be happy to 

have a joint position with ZEP. JH says the consultation is very technical and that ZEP is gathering 

information at this stage. 

 

b. Network Technology 

AF gives an update from Network Technology, presenting an overview of the latest meeting of the 

Network and the temporary working groups. Chair asks for approval of the draft responses to recent 

consultations – approved. 

 

c. Projects Network 

SS gives an update on the Projects Network that is scheduled to take place at the Porthos project in 
Rotterdam. This Network will allow information sharing between CCS and CCU projects across 
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Europe. Coordination will be required as Porthos is planning its final investment decision in 
November. 

 

6. Updates from the External Relations Group 

KH gives an update on the External Relations Group (ERG), noting the call for the vice-chairs to 

present new ERG co-chairs and the merge of the Communications Group and the ERG. KH gives 

an overview of recent events and communications activities, including the EU Sustainable Energy 

Week 2023, outreach with the EC, the “10 Experts, 10 Ideas, One Goal” Campaign, and a potential 

side event at COP28. 

 

7. Updates on ZEP membership 

JD presents the activities of 8Rivers that recently joined ZEP. LH presents the activities of Yara that 

became member today. Participants congratulate and welcome the two new members. Chair informs 

that the new ExxonMobil and Shell representatives are respectively Marie-Laure Halleman and Al 

Tucker. 

 

8. Investing in CCS and CCU technologies – The Net Zero Industry Act 

CAB introduces the topic, focusing on the provisions in the Net Zero Industry Act that are relevant to 

CCS. MV says that a minimum threshold for obligated companies is being discussed by the Council. 

The ENVI and ITRE committees have diverging positions. The Council’s current position includes 

CO2 transport as part of the activities eligible for faster permitting and administrative processes. 

There is a risk of lack of storage. The hope is that the Act is voted before the 2024 European 

Parliament elections and that trilogues start before Christmas. 

 

9. CDR developments 

AK gives an update on EU carbon removals certification framework. The European Parliament 

plenary vote is scheduled for October. Technical work will take place on methodologies. The next 

expert group is scheduled on 25 and 26 October and will look into certification. AK takes questions 

from participants. The EC plans to develop EU-specific methodologies. Chair reminds that the next 

expert group meeting can be watched online by anyone interested. 

 

10. Preparing for the Industrial Carbon Management Strategy 

JF reminded that ongoing work is ongoing in the four WGs. Two reports on transport and CO2 

specifications will be published soon (now available here and here). DG ENER will organise a 

workshop to present the feedback on the Industrial Carbon Management Strategy call for evidence. 

The workshop is to be held October 6.   

JF also reminded that the CCUS Forum in Aalborg will take place on 27-28 November. A link to 

register will be available soon. DG ENER aims to present the strategy ahead of the CCUS Forum 

https://lnkd.in/edyKyyzf
https://lnkd.in/e5kUJSPU
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11. Actions, closing remarks and next meeting 

Chair thanks all for participating and notes the next AC/Plenary meeting dates for 2023: ZEP AC77 

and IWG9 Plenary on 13 December. 

 

1 Joëlle Rekers Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate Policy 

2 William Christensen Norwegian Ministry of Petroleum and Energy 

3 Eve Tamme Zero Emissions Platform 

4 Jonas Helseth Bellona  

5 Nils Røkke SINTEF 

6 Lamberto Eldering Equinor 

7 Stijn Santen EBN 

8 Joop Hazenberg Zero Emissions Platform 

9 Ruth Herbert Carbon Capture and Storage Association 

10 Eirik Lønning European Commission 

11 Johanna Fiksdahl European Commission 

12 Pauline 
Bourguignon 

Total Energies 

13 Codie Rossi Clean Air Task Force 

14 Caterina de Matteis IOGP 

15 Shirley Oliveira bp 

16 Marine Valdois ExxonMobil 

17 Ayan Bhattacharji Interconnector 

18 Sytze Ferwerda Porthos 

19 Al Tucker Shell 

20 Chris Sherwood Negative Emissions Platform 

21 Rodolphe Nicolle European Lime Association 

22 Michalis Agraniotis Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 

23 Anders Melhaus Alter Infra 

24 Luc Haustermans Yara International 

25 Isabella Ermili Yara International 

26 Luc Warren Shell 

27 Ross Brown Shell 

28 Sabina Potestio Fluxys 

29 Joep Sweyen EBN 

30 Steve Martin   

31 Cosimo Mati BWC Global 

32 Chris Bolesta European Commission 

33 Elisabeth Harding Net Zero Emissions Platform 

34 Virgilijus Petuska Minoil 
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35 Anne van Boven, 
Shell 

Shell 

36 Tobias Eriksson, 
Ragn-Sells 

Ragn-Sells 

37 Alex Blades DESNZ 

38 Anaïs Faucher Eurogas 

39 Arash Hedayat Repsol 

40 Aslak Hellestø Northern Lights 

41 Ceri Vincent CO2GeoNet 

42 Constantin Sava SNH Capital Partners 

43 Delara Khodadad BWC Global 

44 Morten Olsen Danish Energy Ministry 

45 Jasmin Sharzad Danish Ministry Climate Change and Utilities 

46 Eric De Coninck ArcelorMittal 

47 Eric Ingels PALL Corporation 

48 Gressé  
 

49 Hanife Tuzcuoglu Tubitak 

50 Hanne Siikavirta Finland Ministry for Environment 

51 Jadwiga Krason Orlen 

52 Jan Kjarstad Chalmers University of Technology 

53 Jonathan 
Vouillamoz 

Swiss Federal Office of Energy 

54 Julia Mühleiß E.ON 

55 Keith Hester ENI 

56 Klaus Mayer Bosch 

57 Konstantinos 
Andreou 

ECOLOG 

58 Kristin Jordal SINTEF 

59 Lina Nagell  Bellona Europe 

60 Lorenzo Manca   

61 Marie Bysveen SINTEF 

62 Marine Plassier France Ministry for Ecological Transition 

63 Patricia Marcos Tecnidas Reunidas 

64 Peter Boos Heidelberg Materials 

65 Reinier van Noort IFE 

66 Roberto Ferrario ENI 

67 Ruth Gebremedhin GCCSI 

68 Sandra Matk German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action 

69 Sebastian Busch IN4climate.NRW  

70 Sina Blix Prestmo NTNU 

71 Sofie Cuypers Port of Antwerp Bruges 
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72 Charles Soothil Sulzer 

73 Stefan Gielis Air Liquide 

74 Ståle Aakenes Gassnova 

75 Suzanne Hurter TNO 

76 Thomas Le Guenan BRGM 

77 Valeria Di 
Francesco 

ENI 

78 Vendula Jirouskova European Commission 

79 Vicente Cortés 
Galeano 

AICIA/University of Sevilla 

80 Ward Goldthorpe Sustainable Decisions 

81 Wim de Jong Twence 

82 Yagmur Aslan Turkey Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources – Department of 
Energy Efficiency and Environment 

83 Carol Paquier France Ministry of Ecological Transition 

84 Maria Jose Lopez 
 

85 Maria Velkova European Commission 

86 Sophie Wilmet Cefic 

87 Fedora Quattrocchi University of Rome 

88 Jennifer Diggins 8 Rivers 

89 Mathilde Blanchard GCCSI 

90 Sebastien Fischer BMWK 

91 Svante Söderholm Swedish Energy Agency 

92 Winston Beck Heidelberg Materials 

93 Andrea Klaric European Commission 

94 David Warne 
 

95 Helen Bray puro.earth 

96 Rolan Span Ruhr Universität Bochum 

97 Scot Bryson Orbital 

98 Charles-Albert 
Bareth 

Zero Emissions Platform 

99 Ana Faria  

100 Kristin Heidebroek Zero Emissions Platform 
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ACEC October meeting 

10 October 2023 

9:00-11:00 CET 

 

Draft meeting minutes 

 

1. Introduction and welcome 

Agenda is approved with an additional point on the Government Group update. Meeting minutes from 

the AC September meeting are approved.  

 

2. ZEP development 

Andrés Vilán Hernández, new to the ZEP secretariat, introduces himself.  

Chair shares update from the ZEP members-only meeting: members decided on the way forward on all 

topics. The secretariat will describe further options 1 and 2 for ZEP structure. ZEP members chose to 

continue with the status quo for funding arrangements. Trade associations will be allowed to join, the 

secretariat will propose specific criteria for this kind of membership. The intention is to also allow working 

groups that are members-only. Policy and Economics and Technology Networks will be changed to 

Committees. A way forward will be put up for adoption at the next AC in December.  

Potential ZEP members: JH signals that Drax could be a more contentious member. Other interested 

organisations are Orlen and Alterna as well as RWE. JHe states that there has been no major change 

regarding ZEP’s position on power, adds that there is no objection but that it would be good to have 

RWE’s position on energy and power systems. JHe adds that the main question regarding Drax is 

whether it would affect ZEP’s position on CDR. FN says coal-fired power is still present in Eastern 

Europe and RWE’s membership would therefore be of value. WB welcomes the prospect of 

infrastructure developers, adds that Orlen is good to encompass Poland, raises the question of 

constituencies’ weight. JH says funding imbalance will be discussed as part of the governance. More 

energy-intensive members would be good.  

3. Updates from Committees 

a. Policy and Economics Committee 

CAB provides an update on the Committee’s activities, including the work ZEP’s messaging on the Net 

Zero Industry Act and markets for net-zero products. 

b. Technology Committee 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
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CAB gives an update on the Committee’s activities, including on the CCUS Forum report on CO2 

specifications. The next TWG CDR meeting will take place on 2 November and will look into the carbon 

removal certification framework and the Expert group on carbon removals. 

c. Projects Network 

SS gives an update on the Projects Network’s activities. Porthos will take a final investment decision 

soon [which has been taken on 17 October 2023]. The launch of the Projects Network was moved to 

late January 2024. Six speakers are already confirmed. SS adds that Repsol and Tecnicas Reunidas 

are eager to join the Projects Network. JH says AVH is the main point of contact for the Projects Network. 

Chair says the name is not changed to add ‘committee’, as outlined in the ZEP future structure 

document. NR says this work is extremely important. JHe says Bellona is available to help on the kick-

off. 

d. Government Group 

CAB provides an update on the Government Group. Besides the country’s updates, there was a 

discussion on the Net Zero Industry Act Article 18. The next meeting will take place in Berlin and should 

include a discussion on Germany’s upcoming strategy on CCS. 

4. Updates from External Relations Group 

KH gives an update on the first new External Relations Group meeting. LSN is replacing JHe as co-

chair. JHe adds that the AC has to approve LSN as new co-chair; there will be a proxy in the meantime. 

KH adds that ZEP’s session at the Industry Days was successful, covering CCS for industrial 

decarbonisation and the new Projects Network. The application to COP28 event is pending. Chair says 

clarity about ZEP’s agenda at COP28 would be appreciated. JH is going to a conference organised by 

Spain’s Ministry of Economic Affairs in Madrid, where ZEP will present its work. The Spanish minister 

of climate action is opposed to CCS but changing her position. The SET Plan conference will take place 

mid-November in Barcelona. The ZEP Chair will moderate a session at the CCUS Forum. 

It is also highlighted that the Communication Group were supportive of ZEP participating at COP28. 

5. Net Zero Industry Act  

CAB gives an update on the legislative state-of-play for the Net Zero Industry Act and ZEP’s past 

actions. An engagement with the ITRE committee is being proposed to the ACEC. JHe raises a question 

regarding the use of the word ‘objective’ instead of ‘target’. 

6. Closing remarks 

Chairs adds a point, asking how the ACEC should move forward after the meeting with Ruth Herbert, 

CCSA CEO. JH suggests ZEP/CCSA meetings once very two or three months to keep each other 

updated. LE says this is linked to the ‘future of ZEP’ discussion and the use of ZEP-C funding. This 

requires clarity and transparency. JHe says the ACEC needs to hear more about CCSA’s strategy for 

the EU. JHe says the spring conference should be a ZEP conference, not a ZEP/CCSA conference. JH 

says a multi-year programme is required as the current governance system is not sustainable. Chair 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
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says stronger transparency for ZEP-C is required. ACEC endorses quarterly meetings with Ruth 

Herbert. MB says the IWG9 reporting on R&I priorities is not visible enough. 

Chair adds another point. Following a meeting with Ruud Kempener (Cabinet Member of Commissioner 

Simson), organising a ministerial meeting in January was recommended. LE says it overlaps with the 

EU strategy publication. WB says the Government Group can help, adds that an IPCEI is being 

considered for CCS and CCU.  

Chair thanks participants and reminds that the next ACEC meeting will take place on 7 November 2023 

and that the AC77/IWG9 Plenary will take place on 13 December 2023 as an in-person meeting in 

Brussels. Closes the meeting. 

List of participants 

Eve Tamme ZEP chair 

Charles Soothill  Sulzer 

Winston Beck Heidelberg Materials 

Lamberto Eldering  Equinor 

Nils Røkke proxy to Lina Strandvåg Nagell SINTEF 

Jonas Helseth  Bellona 

Stijn Santen EBN 

Filip Neele TNO 

Marie Bysveen SINTEF 

Joop Hazenberg ZEP Secretariat 

Charles-Albert Bareth - “ - 

Kristin Heidebroek - “ - 

Andrés Vilán Hernández - “ - 

 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
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ACEC November meeting 

7 November 2023 

9:00-11:00 CET 

 

Draft meeting minutes 

 

1. Introduction and welcome 

Chair welcomes everyone, gives a reminder about the meeting rules. Chair welcomes Antonella 

Sopranzetti who will join ACEC meetings as an observer. 

The draft ACEC November agenda and the draft ACEC October minutes are endorsed.  

CAB presents the draft AC77 agenda. The ACEC puts forward several changes to the draft AC77 

agenda. 

 

2. ZEP development 

Chair gives an update on the work of the TWG ZEP future structure. A governance design where ZEP-

C can apply for the SSZEPIWG9 grant is required. ZEP-C should have the possibility to hire staff. There 

will also be further details on how trade associations can become members, what the working group 

access will be, and the change of name from ‘Networks’ to ‘Committees’. The proposal will be presented 

to AC77, for approval. A second meeting reserved to ZEP members is required. JH gives an update on 

the drafting of the 2024 ZEP work programme; Committee co-chairs have been contacted for input. JH 

highlights that additional resources will be needed from ZEP-C. 

 

3. Updates from Committees 

a. Policy and Economics Committee 

CAB provides an update on the Committee’s activities, including the work ZEP’s messaging on the Net 

Zero Industry Act and markets for net-zero products. LE mentions that Denmark’s removal of regulatory 

hurdles could be imitated by other countries. 

b. Technology Committee 

NR gives an update on the Committee’s activities, including on the carbon removals certification 

framework and on Mission Innovation. The next TWG CDR meeting will take place on 2 November and 

will look into the carbon removal certification framework and the Expert group on carbon removals. 

c. Projects Network 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
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SS gives an update on the Projects Network’s activities. The agreed date for the first edition is 24-25 

January. A survey has been sent out and registrations will open soon. SS highlights that he Projects 

Network can be used to attract more members. 

 

4. Updates from External Relations Group 

KH gives an update on the latest External Relations Group meeting. A co-chair is still needed for the 

‘Technology providers and energy-intensive industries’ constituency. A joint webinar is planned together 

with ETIP Bioenergy. The CCSA/ZEP report on CO2 transport by ship will be finalised soon; the aim is 

to have a webinar end of January. The ZEP conference is planned for 24 April 2024. Participants discuss 

the advocacy and communications strategy; the strategy is not finalised. MB says that meetings to 

prepare ahead of External Relations Group meetings would be useful. 

 

5. Net Zero Industry Act and Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform 

CAB gives an update on the legislative state-of-play. ET and JHe will take part in two separate meetings 

with a French and a German official to gather more information on the two countries’ stance on the Act. 

Participants discuss ZEP’s engagement on the Act. 

 

6. Closing remarks 

Chairs asks if there is any other business. AC77 will take place on 13 December. Chair notes that the 

2024 AC planned on 11 December could be scheduled earlier. NR says the 2024 AC planned on 12 

June is impossible for him; the other dates work. 

Chair thanks all, closes the meeting. 

 

List of participants 

Eve Tamme ZEP chair 

Charles Soothill, proxy to Nils Røkke Sulzer 

Lamberto Eldering  Equinor 

Nils Røkke  SINTEF 

Jonas Helseth, proxy to Lina Strandvåg Nagell Bellona 

Lina Strandvåg Nagell Bellona 

Antonella Sopranzetti ExxonMobil 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
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Stijn Santen EBN 

Filip Neele TNO 

Marie Bysveen SINTEF 

Joop Hazenberg ZEP Secretariat 

Charles-Albert Bareth - “ - 

Kristin Heidebroek - “ - 

Andrés Vilán Hernández - “ - 

 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
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Agenda Item 2: ZEP developments – for information, 

guidance, and approval  

 

2.a. Budget proposal for 2024  

The ZEP Communications budget proposal for 2024 is appended (see below). 

 

2.b Temporary Working Group on ZEP future structure 

Following the mandate of the Advisory Council at 75th meeting and discussions with the ACEC 

at the July and August meetings, the TWG ZEP future structure prepared a draft analysis of 

the options available regarding ZEP’s future: 

• Structure and governance 

• Funding model 

• Membership 

• Working methods 

Two meetings reserved to ZEP members took place on 6 October and 4 December 2023. 

During the first meeting ZEP members indicated their preference for the following: 

• Option 1 (status quo) and Option 2 (strengthened ZEP-C) were retained for the general 

structure. It was agreed that the secretariat would detail these options further before a 

final choice is made by the Advisory Council. 

• Status quo was favoured for the funding arrangements. 

• Trade associations are allowed to become ZEP members. It was agreed that the 

secretariat would propose further details on what criteria trade associations need to 

meet to be able to be considered as ZEP members. 

• Members-only working groups are allowed for activities that are funded by ZEP-C. 

• Networks are changed to Committees (this has been provisionally enacted). 

During the second meeting ZEP members indicated their preference for the development 

presented by the TWG ZEP future structure. 

The AC are invited to approve the proposed revised bylaws, as described under the 

pre-read below. 

The AC are invited to approve the proposed way forward, as described under the pre-

read below. 

 

2.c ACEC renewal 

According to ZEP’s bylaws the ACEC renewal was supposed to be presented as a proposal 

at the next Advisory Council in December. Due to the ongoing revision of ZEP’s structure it is 

proposed that the ACEC renewal is postponed to the next Advisory Council on 20 March. 

The AC are invited to approve the postponement of the ACEC renewal. 
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2.d IWG9/ZEP 2024 work programme 

The IWG9/ZEP 2024 work programme is appended (see below). 

The AC are invited to approve the work programme. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Status of the document 

This document is the agreed description of the organisational structure and workings of the Zero Emissions Platform 
(ZEP). ZEP is the adviser to the EU on the deployment of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) and Carbon Capture and 
Utilisation (CCU) – a European Technology and Innovation Platform (ETIP) under the European Commission’s Strategic 
Energy Technologies Plan (SET-Plan). 

The document replaces ZEP bylaws of December 2022. 

 

1.2 Reviews and modifications of ZEP bylaws 

This document uses as a basis the ZEP bylaws of December 2022. The following additions and amendments have been 
applied: 

• sharpening the ZEP objectives language without changing the content (section 2.1) 

• renaming Networks to Committees (throughout the document) 

• adding working groups as an option next to temporary working groups (throughout the document) 

• chairperson and vice-chairpersons changed to chair and vice-chairs (throughout the document) 

• clarifying that the ZEP secretariat supports the implementation of the AC and ACEC decisions (section 2.2) 

• updating the organisational chart (section 2.2) 

• industry associations can become members if they meet listed eligibility criteria and will join suitable ZEP 
constituency group (section 3.3.4).  
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2 Organisational structure 

2.1 ZEP Objectives 

The objectives of ZEP (approved by AC61) are: 

• Determining and creating in the political economy the conditions necessary to reach net-zero GHG emissions 
in Europe by 2050 with a focus on energy and industrial sectors  

• Demonstrating that the implementation of CCS and CCU technologies at scale now is essential to achieve this 
goal  

• Accelerating the deployment of large-scale CO2 transport and storage networks, which enable clean, 
competitive energy and industrial sectors, including early large-scale clean hydrogen and carbon dioxide 
removal (negative emissions). 

  

2.2 Organisation structure 

The structure of ZEP is depicted in the following graph and detailed in subsequent chapters: 

• The Advisory Council (AC) is the body of ZEP members. It is responsible for all decisions.  

• The Advisory Council Executive Committee (ACEC) represents the AC and takes decisions when the AC is not in 
a position to do so. 

• The Government Group consists of representatives from European governments. 

• Committees are the bodies from which ZEP will form working groups (WG) and temporary working groups 
(TWG) for delivering specific tasks (e.g. technical reports and position papers), based on Terms of References 
approved by the AC. 

• The External Relations Committee (ERC) guides ZEP’s regular external relations and communications. 

• The ZEP secretariat supports the implementation of the AC and ACEC decisions and manages the ZEP 
operations. 
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3 Advisory Council 

3.1 Role and tasks   

The mission of the AC is to develop and consolidate a joint vision and to facilitate efficient operation of ZEP, ensuring its 
strategic relevance within a European and global context. ZEP’s core purpose is to advise the European Union 
Institutions on all issues concerning CCS and CCU. 

The role of the AC is to: 

• Set overall scope, strategic goals, performance targets and deliverables 

• Steer ZEP’s operations  

• Seek to advise on public private partnerships and initiatives 

• Act as a focal point for developing a policy interface between platform operations and policymaking bodies. 

 

3.2 Rules of procedure 

3.2.1 Mandate and obligations of members of the AC 

AC members agree to commit sufficient time to actively participate in the AC work and to attend all AC meetings. In 
carrying out their work, AC members shall respect its Terms of Reference (see paragraph 3.3). 
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AC members shall undertake to act in ZEP’s interests and declare to the chair any potential conflict of interest that may 
arise on any matter under discussion. 

All ZEP members apart from Academia/Research organisations, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations, and 
trade unions will sponsor the ZEP secretariat and additional activities through the ZEP Communications ASBL (Belgian 
non-profit organisation) for services and amounts agreed by the AC.  

• The proposal for the budget and sponsoring amounts shall be decided at the latest in December of the 
preceding year.  

• ZEP shall seek co-sponsoring from the European Commission to keep the sponsoring requests from industry as 
low as possible.  

 

3.2.2 Selection and rotation of members 

The Advisory Council shall appoint its members. Selection criteria will be defined by the AC, based on an offer of 
commitment, demonstrated experience relevant to ZEP’s objectives, representativeness, and a track record of high-
level management and strategy development. There should be an adequate balance between stakeholders, 
nationalities, and gender. 

As a guiding principle, AC membership should be renewed every three years. 

 

3.2.3 Appointment of chair and vice chairs 

The AC members will select a chair and five vice-chairs, according to the decision-making rules described below. The 
chair and vice-chairs together constitute the ACEC.  

 

3.2.4 Changes in membership during a mandate 

Any new AC member shall be appointed based on the transparent selection criteria mentioned under section 3.2.2. 

AC members may terminate their membership at any time, by informing the chair in writing. Wherever possible, 
sufficient notice should be given to allow a suitable replacement to be found. 

If members of the AC demonstrate a lack of commitment, such as persistent failure to attend plenary meetings, they 
may be asked to resign their membership. The AC will decide whether to appoint replacements for such members. 

When the profile of an AC member, regarding the aspects as described in paragraph 3.3.5 (membership profile) of these 
bylaws, changes significantly, that member is obliged to notify the chair. 

 

3.2.5 Organisation of meetings 

AC meetings are organised four times per year and the calendar will be published sufficiently in advance. 

The secretariat is responsible for the organisation and facilitation of all ZEP meetings, including proposing draft agendas, 
circulating documentation in a timely fashion, preparation of meeting minutes, and follow-up on actions.  
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3.2.6 Representation and quorum 

Members of the AC are appointed to serve in a personal capacity, not representing their specific organisation. 

The personal commitment of members is paramount and their substitution in meetings is strongly discouraged. 
Exceptionally, and only with the prior consent of the chair, substitutes or ‘proxies’ may be allowed to participate, vote, 
and contribute to the discussions on behalf of the member they are substituting. Substitutes must be at senior 
management level. 

AC members may seek prior consent to be accompanied to a particular meeting by a technical expert, where justified. 

Votes and decisions require participation of 50% or more of the AC members.  

 

3.2.7 Admission of third parties 

The AC may invite other participants to its meetings, as appropriate, e.g. in cases where specialist expertise is required 
to deal with specific issues. Such invitees shall not enjoy membership rights and may be requested to withdraw from 
the meeting or parts of it. 

 

3.2.8 Decision making 

The chair shall make every reasonable effort to facilitate consensus amongst AC members.  

Votes and decisions require participation of 50% or more of the AC members.  

If the AC remains divided on an issue, the chair may exceptionally request members to vote. Decisions will be subject 
to a simple majority vote, with the chair holding the casting vote. The outcome of the vote shall be recorded in the 
minutes of the meeting. 

If necessary, the AC decision may be obtained by a written procedure via email. 

• The voting is only valid if the meeting is quorate (participation of 50% or more of the AC members). 

• If a member does not reply to the request of casting an email vote, it cannot be assumed that this person is 
either in favour or against. It can only mean that this member does not participate. 

• The conditions must be clearly stated in the email which invites voting, including that if the conditions are not 
met then a decision has not been reached. 

• If responses to the request for an email vote significantly deviate from what was asked, they shall not be taken 
into consideration. 

 

3.2.9 Establishment of working groups 

In carrying out its mandate, in accordance with the Terms of Reference, the AC shall establish Working Groups (WG) 
and Temporary Working Groups (TWG), as it deems necessary.  
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The AC shall decide on the mandate and chair(s) for the TWs and TWGs. The composition of the TWs and TWGs will be 
established under the responsibility of its chair(s), who will report to the Committee and seek advice where appropriate. 

 

3.2.10 Transparency 

The AC shall have a high regard for the transparency of its activities and the need both for inclusivity and to inform all 
relevant stakeholders of ZEP’s operations. 

In principle, all adopted documents that do not have a confidential nature, including meeting agendas and minutes, 
relating to the work of the AC, shall be made publicly available on the website. 

The AC shall make every effort to consult all relevant stakeholders on documents under preparation that have a general 
interest. 

 

3.2.11 Amendment to the rules of procedure and terms of reference  

The terms of reference and rules of procedure of the AC shall be reviewed, and if necessary, amended on a three-year 
basis. 

 

3.3 Terms of reference 

3.3.1 Guiding principles and values 

The AC will seek to ensure that EU policy objectives, principles and values are fully reflected in target setting and 
implementation of ZEP operations.  

The AC will ensure that the results of its activities will be widely disseminated to maximise transparency and encourage 
inclusion.  

 

3.3.2 Deliverables 

The main deliverables that ZEP will work towards are: 

• Strategic agenda for research and innovation 

• Strategy for deployment 

• Advise on technology, policy and legislation, economics, and funding 

• Initiatives towards investment and business development 

• Strategy for international co-operation  

• Action plan on safety, codes, and standards 

• Action plan for education and training and promoting public awareness. 
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3.3.3 Composition, balance, and inclusiveness 

The AC will be composed of an appropriate number of members, as deemed necessary to carry out its mission, drawn 
from a range of relevant stakeholders including, but not exclusively, representatives of the following: 

• Fossil fuel producers 

• Technology providers and energy-intensive industries 

• Equipment manufacturers 

• Academia and Research organisations 

• Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and trade unions.  

The range of stakeholders will reflect the need for efficiency and transparency. Stakeholders should reach consensus to 
facilitate a balanced composition of the AC regarding nationalities, gender, and industrial sectors.  

The European Commission (EC) will support the development of ZEP and participate in ZEP’s meetings and events as an 
observer. 

 

3.3.4 Membership profile 

Members should be at a management level in their organisation, which should have significant involvement in ZEP’s 
activities. They should also have access to authoritative experts of international standing involved in a wide range of 
activities relevant to ZEP. 

Industry associations can apply for ZEP membership if they meet all of the following eligibility criteria: 

• Associations promote carbon capture and storage and/or carbon capture and utilisation technologies, and/or 
CCS-based carbon dioxide removal technologies 

• Associations actively engage in the recognition of these technologies as climate mitigation solution to achieve 
EU’s 2050 climate neutrality target 

• Associations bring knowledge and expertise in either (parts of) the value chain of technologies outlined above 
and/or promote the necessary of policy tools or financial solutions to scale up these technologies. 

• Associations will provide in-kind contribution to ZEP’s work by participating in its committees and/or working 
groups and contributing to the deliverables of those groups 

 

Associations would join the appropriate ZEP constituency group as listed in section 3.3.3. 

Members should be able to make an active contribution to the AC and be able to influence stakeholders on the planning 
of work programmes, foster partnerships and leverage resources. They will need to demonstrate a high degree of 
commitment to ZEP and be able to devote sufficient time to its activities. 

They will participate in a personal capacity, not representing their specific organisation. 



 

Zero Emissions Platform 

   

11 

 

3.3.5 Method of working 

The AC will maintain a joint vision and direction for ZEP. Reports, position papers, opinions, and recommendations will 
be communicated to the Member States, the European Institutions, and other relevant stakeholders. These documents 
will also be made available on the ZEP website. 

 

3.3.6 ZEP operations and staff 

A ZEP Secretary General leads the secretariat, which is responsible for managing ZEP operations and inter alia: 

• Implementation of ZEP’s strategy and work programme as decided by the AC and ACEC 

• Organising and supporting the work of the ZEP AC, ACEC, Government Group, Committees, WGs and TWGs, 
etc. 

• Organising and supporting ZEP’s work on external relations, communications, and information dissemination. 

4 Advisory Council Executive Committee 

4.1 Composition and membership  

The members of the AC will select a chair and five vice-chairs. Together with the chair the vice-chairs constitute the 
ACEC. The vice-chairs each represent constituent member groups of ZEP: 

• Fossil fuel producers 

• Technology providers and energy-intensive industries 

• Equipment manufacturers 

• Academia and Research organisations 

• Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and trade unions.  

The chair of the AC is also the chair of the ACEC. The chair will be elected by a majority vote of all AC members. The vice-
chairs will be elected by a majority vote of the members of their respective constituent group. Members of ACEC will 
serve for a renewable three-year period.  

 

4.2 Mandate 

The ACEC is in general responsible for initiating and steering processes within ZEP on behalf of the AC, when the AC is 
not in the position to do so. This is based on the following delegated limited decision-making power by the AC:  

• The ACEC will act on behalf of the AC on urgent issues  
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• The ACEC will not take action or decisions that, by judgement of the ACEC, are contentious, unless urgency 
makes it impossible to await a meeting by the AC  

• The ACEC is accountable to the AC for all its actions and decisions. 

ACEC members shall register as members of ZEP communications ASBL in order to safeguard the interests of the AC 
members of ZEP.  

 

4.3 Rules of procedure:  

Meetings of the ACEC will be planned as needed to progress ZEP’s operations. Records of these meetings will be 
circulated at the following AC meeting for its information and approval.  

Decisions of the ACEC require participation of at least 2/3 of the ACEC members and shall preferably be taken on a 
consensus basis. If this is not possible the decisions will be the subject of a qualified majority vote and require the 
minimum support of 2/3 of the ACEC members (decisions made by the ACEC using voting, will be reviewed by the 
successive AC meeting, and can be undone by a 2/3 majority vote by the AC members). The outcome of the vote shall 
be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

ACEC members shall make every reasonable effort to participate in ACEC decision making processes. 

 

5 ZEP Committees 

Committees: 

• Are a group of individuals who are interested, willing and able to work collaboratively on the work programme 
decided by the AC. Membership should have balanced representation from ZEPs constituency groups and is 
open to all stakeholders interested in the development and deployment of CCS and CCU in Europe. 

• Will form WGs or TWGs for delivering specific work. Representatives from non-ZEP AC member companies can 
participate in TWGs. A good balance between ZEP constituency groups should be ensured in WGs and TWGs. 

• Have a minimum of two co-chairs. The co-chairs participate in the regular ACEC meetings.  

• Meet at least three times per year.  

• Provide assurance (are responsible for the quality) of the work generated by WGs and TWGs. 

 

6 Working Groups and Temporary Working Groups  

Persons who would like to become member of a WG or TWG are invited to contact the ZEP secretariat. Membership in 
the WGs and TWGs is decided by the secretariat in cooperation with the WG or TWG co-chairs respectively. A 
membership list of all working groups is made public on the website. 

Chairmanship of the working groups: 
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• All working groups should preferably have two co-chairs. 

• The co-chairs of the working groups are approved by the AC.  

• Should a co-chair demonstrate a lack of commitment, such as persistent failure to attend working group 
meetings, the AC will have the possibility to appoint a replacement co-chair. 

7 External Relations Committee 

ZEP will have an External Relations Committee (ERC) that oversees and provide input to external relations and 
communications activities.  

• ERC will preferably have three co-chairs, preferably from different constituencies. 

• ERC has the mandate to guide the activities as agreed by the AC.   

• ERC will report to the ACEC.  

8 Government Group 

The ZEP Government Group (GG) operates independently from the AC.   

The GG appoints its own members and meets regularly, at its own discretion. It maintains a record of its meetings. 
Meetings can only be attended by invitation. The GG is supported by the ZEP secretariat. 

All members of the GG will be invited to attend AC meetings. 
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1.  Introduction 

There has been an immense increase in announced CCS and CCU projects and policy initiatives since 
the publication of the European Green Deal Communication in 2019. The Zero Emissions Platform 
(ZEP), as the go-to organisation for CCS and CCU in Europe, has substantially increased its activity level, 
membership and engagement with stakeholders.  

ZEP’s work derives from both the ETIP ZEP grant agreement and the additional work programme 
(funded by ZEP Communications ASBL)1. Over the last four years, ZEP has grown from a technical 
advisor on CCS and CCU to a platform that covers both technical and policy advice, and 70% of its 
activities are policy advocacy related. However, the current format as an ETIP limits its range of 
activities and entails decreasing funding from the Horizon Europe grant. This is also why ZEP, with 
increasing membership funding, has added further workstreams funded directly by its members.  

 

1.1 Reasoning for considering new structure 

CCS and CCU need a complete range of support 

Europe needs a strong CCS and CCU organisation that can cater for a wide range of stakeholders, be a 
trusted advisor on technical details but also on policy nuances and best practices. Europe’s heavy 
policy agenda means that in addition to the technical and policy advice that the ZEP ETIP is already 
providing, the CCS and CCU community needs stronger and wider advocacy engagement2 that comes 
from an established and trusted source. 

There are two distinct ranges of support that the CCS and CCU community needs. First, from technical 
advice (e.g., standards for CO2 specifications, guidelines for CO2 storage) to impactful and wide-
ranging policy advocacy to get the necessary policy and funding frameworks in place. And secondly, 
engaging with policymakers from the most technical level to the ministerial level. 

 

Figure 1: Spectrum of activities 

 
1 Throughout this paper, “ZEP” is conceptualised as the combination of the ETIP ZEP and the ZEP 
Communications ASBL. 
2 Advocacy is a general term that includes activities like sharing best practices, technical advice, coalition building 
and more. Lobbying is a subset of advocacy activities that relate to influencing specific legislation, including 
supporting specific articles in legal proposals or suggesting specific changes to the legal text (see, for example, 
Ross et al., 2021, Berg, 2009, and Ezell, 2001). All lobbying is advocacy but not all advocacy is lobbying. In 
practice, ZEP’s activities to date, including position papers, letters etc., span across all these activities. 
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One of the main concerns regarding engaging in a broader range of advocacy activities by ZEP has 
been around credibility. Doing more advocacy and, furthermore, engaging in lobbying activities has 
been seen as potentially undermining the credibility ZEP has built over the past two decades. In 
practice, among a wider range of knowledge sharing, ZEP is already engaging in various activities that 
are commonly considered lobbying (e. g. specific suggestions on legislative proposals). As all ZEP’s 
advocacy activities are fact- and science-based, expanding the range of such activities whilst adhering 
to the existing principles seeks to retain ZEP’s balanced input to policy processes. 

 

ZEP needs a sustainable funding model 

ZEP has been championing CCS and CCU for the last 18 years, but its funding from the Horizon Europe 
grant has lately substantially decreased. The current grant runs until 2025. Given the reduced EU grant 
funding and increased list of activities, ZEP needs a plan on top of the recently increased membership 
funding to grow in its role as a cornerstone for the CCS and CCU community in Europe. 

Further expanding its funding streams and building up its own staff would cater for both needs. 

 

ZEP needs an attractive and fit-for-purpose governance 

The core ZEP structure established from the start has more or less been kept intact.  

Ahead of the current EU grant, which started in July 2022, ETIP ZEP activities and structure were 
updated and coordinated with the CCUS SET-Plan Implementation Plan working group (IWG9) in order 
to increase impact, efficiency, and benefit for stakeholders. 

The regained momentum for CCS and CCU through, for instance, the Net Zero Industry Act proposal 
and the drive from the European Commission, EEA countries and private and public organisations raise 
the question of whether and how ZEP should be developed to operate under and drive the large-scale 
development needed and become a powerful vehicle for enabling climate neutrality by 2050 and the 
intermediate steps in 2030 and 2040 in the most effective way.  

It is thus time for ZEP to revisit its structure, funding model, representation and working methods to 
respond to emerging opportunities. 

 

 

1.2 Mandate and process to date 

The Temporary Working Group (TWG) ZEP future structure, as approved at the ZEP Advisory Council 
(AC) of 14 June 2023, revisited the present structure of ZEP in view of the opportunities at hand by 
mapping options for ZEP’s: 

● Structure and governance 

● Funding model 

● Membership 
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● Working methods 

At its 76th Advisory Council on 13 September 2023, ZEP considered an analysis of several options for 
ZEP future structure. The meeting included a presentation of the future options document, and a 
discussion. A further consideration with the goal of narrowing down the options took place during ZEP 
members-only meeting on 6 October 2023 with the following decision: 

• Option 1 (status quo) and Option 2 (strengthened ZEP-C) are retained for the general 
structure. The secretariat will detail these options further before a final choice is made by the 
Advisory Council. 

• Status quo is favoured for the funding arrangements (no change – not covered in this 
document) 

• Trade associations are allowed to become ZEP members. The secretariat will propose further 
details on what criteria trade associations need to meet to be able to be considered as ZEP 
members. 

• Members-only working groups are allowed for activities that are funded by ZEP-C. 
• Networks are changed to Committees. 

After the members-only meeting, it became clear that the CCSA cannot continue delivering ZEP’s 
additional work programme in 2024. Following the legal advice, the arrangement for CCSA delivering 
the additional work programme (approved at the ZEP AC in March 2023) remains temporary and is 
finalised with 2023. Hence, the Option 1 (status quo) for the general structure is not feasible from 
2024 onwards, and the Option 2 has been elaborated in the current document as the sole way 
forward. 

From 2024 onwards, ZEP-Communications ASBL (ZEP-C) will hire staff directly to deliver activities 
funded by member sponsorships, including deliverables that are additional or complementary to 
those covered by the grant, and applying for grants. 

To create conditions for this, ZEP TWG Future Structure established a separate workstream on 
governance to: 

• Review the organisational set-up of ZEP-C 
• Prepare new organisational chart 
• Define roles and responsibilities, including those of the Chair, Secretary General and the ACEC 
• Define the service provided by the Secretariat to the ZEP Advisory Council 
• Define the needs for new staff to be hired by ZEP-C 
• Analyse ZEP-C legal structure to confirm it’s fit to be built on 
• Confirm the financial situation of ZEP-C, and the availability of the funds to be use to hire staff 
• Propose office arrangement 
• Establish approval process of the suggested changes 

The organisation set-up was reviewed, new chart is presented in Figure 3 below, including the 
responsibilities of the Chair, Secretary General, AC and ACEC. The service provided by the secretariat 
will be derived from the ZEP 2024 work plan where the secretariat will be supporting the 
implementation. ZEP-C staff needs start with 2 FTEs, funding for these 2 FTEs was adopted under ZEP 
additional work programme in 2023 and is available also in 2024. As the ZEP membership increases, 
the ZEP leadership in the form of AC and ACEC can continue staffing up the secretariat to deliver its 
work programme and increase its impact.  The office space for ZEP-C staff will be rented close to 
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existing ZEP/CCSA offices. The approval process of the changes will be finalised at ZEP AC on 13 
December 2023. 

 

2. ZEP General Structure and Operating Model 

Under the current grant period (2022-2025), the activities of the CCUS European Technology and 
Innovation Platform (ETIP ZEP) and the CCUS SET Plan Implementation Group 9 (IWG9) have been 
combined under one project and Secretariat, in line with the demands from the European Commission 
on close cooperation and coordination. 

The Secretariat for ETIP ZEP is provided by the Carbon Capture and Storage Association (CCSA), a trade 
association representing companies across the spectrum of carbon capture, utilisation and storage 
technologies. CCSA has supplied the secretariat to ETIP ZEP since 2016 under H2020 and Horizon 
Europe grants. The Secretariat is funded by the Horizon Europe grant and by ZEP-C (see below). 

The ETIP ZEP work programme for the Networks, Temporary Working Groups (TWGs) and the External 
Relations Group (ERG) is combined with the IWG9 to increase efficiency, impact, and value for 
members and stakeholders, and builds on the EU policy agenda and deliverables set out in the grant 
agreement. The work programme was developed with stakeholders and was approved at the ZEP 
AC73 meeting in December 2022. Intended as a living document, the work programme outlines the 
focus areas and key activities to be developed in 2023: 

● Supporting the CCUS Forum work, particularly aimed at enabling an EU strategy for CCS and 
CCU and the proposed regulatory framework for CO2 transport infrastructure 

● Providing input to the development of the two European Commission studies on CCS and CCU 

● Monitoring the revision of the National Energy and Climate Plans 

● Providing recommendations on CCUS R&I priorities for the Horizon Europe work programme 

● Monitoring and providing input to policy files relevant to CCS and CCU, namely, the EU ETS 
revision, the Monitoring and Reporting Regulation revision, the Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism, the Innovation Fund, and the Renewable Energy Directive, the proposal for a 
certification framework for carbon dioxide removals 

● Monitoring and contributing to the revision of the CO2 Storage Directive Guidance Documents 

● Develop early thinking on CO2 transport by ship, the implications of the energy crisis on CCS 
and CCU technologies, the risks and opportunities in the CCS and CCU supply chains, and the 
development of standards/codes for CO2 specifications 

● Communication and dissemination of activities through the website, social media and 
newsletter 

● Hosting events (webinars, ZEP Conference) 

Based on the increased membership funding and decreased EU grant funding, in March 2023 the ZEP 
AC has approved a ZEP ‘additional work programme’, funded separately by ZEP Communications ASBL 
(ZEP-C) members. The focus of the additional work programme is strengthening ZEP’s visibility, 
communication activities, and public affairs. Specifically, the additional work programme includes: 

● An additional resource to the secretariat, focused on external relations and Public Affairs. 
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● Enhanced advocacy and communication activities, including increased media and social media 
presence and enhanced material dissemination. 

● Increased number of ZEP events and increased participation in external events. 

● To showcase the positive CCS/CCU narrative and drive the important items of development 
and deployment of CCS and CCU – an EU CCS/CCU strategy, Europe-wide CO2 transport and 
storage infrastructure, national strategies for CCS and CCU, improved geographical spread, 
investability, adequate business models. 

● Dedicated administrative support. 

 

In this document, references to ETIP ZEP and ZEP-C mean the entities explained above. As noted in 
the introduction, all references to ZEP refer to the combination of ETIP ZEP and ZEP-C. 

 

Proposed way forward: strengthened ZEP-C 

 ETIP (technical advice) + strengthened ZEP-C (policy work) 

Delivering work beyond the mandate of an ETIP could be achieved by building up ZEP 
Communications ASBL (ZEP-C). This opportunity was assessed by the ZEP ACEC in 2021 and is 
not a new concept, given that, in 2010, ZEP hired its own staff. 

ETIP ZEP would focus on the technical work and support R&I priorities, whereas the policy 
work, which currently makes up the majority of ZEP’s activities, would increasingly be brought 
under and financed by ZEP-C. This setup is illustrated below. 

 

 

Figure 2: Content focus of ETIP ZEP and ZEP-C 

This set-up would provide flexibility for ZEP to engage with a much wider range of fact-based 
and science-based advocacy activities. 

ZEP membership will continue as it currently works, with the addition of industry associations 
being able to become ZEP members, as outlined in Chapter 3. 

From 2024 onwards, ZEP-C will hire staff directly to deliver activities funded by member 
sponsorships, including deliverables that are additional or complementary to those covered 
by the grant, and applying for grants. 

ZEP-C will rent office space close to the current ZEP/CCSA offices for whole ZEP secretariat 
team to be able to work closely together. 
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Figure 3: New ZEP explanatory organisational chart (ZEP-C staff added to the secretariat) 

 

Advantages:  

Building a well-established and respected organisation into a new resilient version of itself 
that can robustly endure gaps between grants and become self-sustained in the long term. 

Increased flexibility to go beyond the technical work of an ETIP, delivering on the strengthened 
advocacy programme to improve the impact and visibility of ZEP. 

ZEP’s brand will strengthen, along with the possibility to provide input to policymakers as an 
ETIP ZEP on technical areas, and offering a wider range of policy advice as broad stakeholder 
platform on different of topics and effectively developing/expanding its advocacy activities. 
As a result, the policymakers will receive a wider range of high-quality input that is still 
informed by the same principles – fact- and science-based. Strengthening ZEP, a well-
established and respected organisation, would also lead to less fragmentation among CCS 
organisations in Brussels, and easier and more focused engagement by stakeholders. 

Increased independence to set its own policy work programme, that is complementary to that 
under the Horizon Europe grant. 

Challenges:  
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Having employees changes the setup, adds administration, risks and costs that could be 
avoided otherwise. However, given that the CCSA cannot offer services outside the grant 
agreement, this is the feasible way forward. 

 

3. Membership 

ZEP membership is open to all stakeholders interested in the development and deployment of CCS 
and CCU in Europe. This results in a broad membership base, which includes oil & gas companies, 
industry (emitters), utilities and equipment suppliers, research/academia, environmental NGOs, and 
trade unions. After submitting a membership application, potential members are subject to a vote by 
the Advisory Council. Subject to a positive vote, the organisation joins one of the five constituency 
member groups (which are represented by a vice-chair in the ZEP Advisory Council Executive 
Committee): 

● Fossil fuel producers 

● Technology providers and energy-intensive industries 

● Equipment manufacturers 

● Academia and Research organisations 

● Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and trade unions 

Based on the current ZEP bylaws, members cannot be industry associations, national industry 
associations or similar organisations that aim to represent industries, because the focus for ZEP (and 
ETIPs) is companies that could invest in the technology and facilitate sharing views. 

However, given the recent uptick in announced projects and EU policy agenda, industry associations 
have become increasingly interested in ZEP’s work, and ZEP could benefit from their insights and 
sponsorship. 

 

Proposed way forward: Allow industry associations to become ZEP members 

Industry associations can apply for ZEP membership if they meet all of the following eligibility 
criteria: 

• Associations promote carbon capture and storage and/or carbon capture and utilisation 
technologies, and/or CCS-based carbon dioxide removal technologies 

• Associations actively engage in the recognition of these technologies as climate mitigation 
solution to achieve EU’s 2050 climate neutrality target 

• Associations bring knowledge and expertise in either (parts of) the value chain of 
technologies outlined above and/or promote the necessary of policy tools or financial 
solutions to scale up these technologies. 

• Associations will provide in-kind contribution to ZEP’s work by participating in its 
committees and/or working groups and contributing to the deliverables of those groups 

 



 

10 

Associations would join the appropriate ZEP constituency group (fossil fuel producers; technology 
providers and energy-intensive industries; equipment manufacturers; academia and research 
organisations; environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and trade unions). 
 

Advantages:  

Allowing industry associations to join would open up ZEP to contributions from a wider range 
of stakeholders, hence increasing its attractiveness among potential members, and help fund 
ZEP’s activities via increased sponsorships. 

 Challenges:  

Such change would require updating bylaws, public material on ZEP (incl the website). 

Additional resource requirement:  

Staff time to change bylaws and website. 

 

5. Workstream Terminology 

The governance structure of ETIP ZEP and IWG9 were combined under the new grant agreement 
based on the European Commission’s clear demand for ETIPs and IWGs to coordinate closely. The 
structure comprises the decision-making bodies of the two platforms, the networks and temporary 
working groups (see figure 2 below), whose mandate and responsibilities are as follows: 

● ZEP Advisory Council (AC) and IWG9 Plenary: as the decision-making bodies of ZEP and IWG9, 
respectively, they are responsible for overseeing and approving the work/activities and setting 
the strategic direction for the respective organisation. They meet on a quarterly basis in 
combined meetings, open to all stakeholders with an interest in CCS and/or CCU. 

● Advisory Council Executive Committee (ACEC): responsible for initiating and steering 
processes within ZEP on behalf of the AC, meeting in between the quarterly AC meetings. The 
ACEC comprises the ZEP chair and the five vice-chairs (each representing a constituent 
member group, as mentioned above). The IWG9 co-chairs and the Network co-chairs are also 
invited to ACEC meetings. 

● Networks: are responsible for handling items for both ZEP and IWG9 and for guiding the work 
under the temporary working groups, as laid out in the work programme. Currently, there are 
three active Networks; Network Policy and Economics, Network Technology, and Network 
Projects. Each Network has a minimum of two co-chairs and meets 3-4 times per year. The 
Networks’ membership is open to all interested stakeholders. 

● Temporary Working Groups (TWG): sitting under each Network, the TWGs are set up with a 
mandate to deliver specific work within a set timeframe (e.g., reports, feedback to policy files), 
based on Terms of Reference approved by the ZEP AC and/or the IWG9 Plenary. Membership 
in the TWGs is decided by the secretariat in cooperation with the TWG co-chairs. 

● External Relations Group (ERG): responsible for overseeing and providing input to external 
relations and communication activities. 
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● Government Group (GG): operates independently from the AC, and meetings can only be 
attended by invitation. GG members are representatives from national and/or regional 
governments and authorities. 

● Secretariat: responsible for the implementation of the strategy and work programme, 
organisation and facilitation of all meetings, and organising and supporting the work on 
external relations, communications, and dissemination. The secretariat is led by the ZEP 
Secretary General. 

 

Figure 4: Governance structure in autumn 2023 

 

As described above, ZEP has been using a network-oriented working group approach. This has been 
causing confusion in stakeholder interactions, as the word “network” can be interpreted in various 
ways, not always understood as a key part of ZEP’s structure.  

In order to bring clarity, “networks” could be replaced with “committees”, except for the Projects 
Network given its different nature. 

 

Proposed way forward: Replace “networks” with “committees” 

Replace “networks” with “committees”, except for the Projects Network given its different 
nature. 

Advantages:  

Clarifies the role of these elements in ZEP’s structure. “Projects Committee”, “Technology 
Committee”, “Policy & Economics Committee” and “External Relations Committee”, sending 
a clear message of the status of the group.  

As an additional advantage, the role of being a co-chair of a committee instead of a network 
might be seen as a stronger role to highlight in professional engagements. 

Challenges:  
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This might create some initial confusion for those already familiar with ZEP’s structure. 

Additional resource requirement:  

Update ZEP’s bylaws, website and relevant materials, and introduce the changes to the wider 
audience. No change in the 2-3 year perspective. 

 

6. Value Proposition for Members 

As an open stakeholder platform, most ZEP meetings (temporary working groups, Networks, and 
Advisory Council) and events are open to all interested parties. The meetings of the Advisory Council 
Executive Committee, the ERG, and the TWG on Policy & Funding are closed and only for ZEP member 
representatives.  

The open meeting documentation, as well as all general documentation (e.g., briefing notes, policy & 
funding timelines, and reports), are publicly available on ZEP’s website. This means that ZEP can 
leverage external CCS and CCU stakeholders, taking part in discussions, sharing knowledge, and 
feeding into ZEP’s reports, papers and consultation responses.  

ZEP’s value proposition for members focuses on influencing ZEP’s vision and general direction as well 
as all decisions made by ZEP. Specifically, ZEP AC members have the following roles: 

● Set ZEP’s overall scope, strategic goals, performance targets and deliverables 

● Steer ZEP’s operations 

● Seek to advise on public-private partnerships and initiatives 

● Act as a focal point for developing a policy interface between platform operations and 
policymaking bodies 

In practice, AC members vote3 to elect the ZEP chair, vice-chairs, co-chairs for the Networks (from 
2024 onwards – Committees - if current document is adopted) and TWGs, and to approve, among 
others: 

● ZEP work programme 

● ZEP-C budget 

● ZEP governance structure and changes to this (e.g., establishing new Networks and TWGs) 

● Changes to ZEP bylaws 

● Terms of Reference for TWGs 

● ZEP positions 

● ZEP membership 

● All ZEP materials (responses to consultations, input, position papers, reports, etc.) 

 
3 The voting system is based on consensus. However, if the AC is divided on an issue, the chair may exceptionally 
request members to vote, in which case, decisions are subject to a simple majority vote, with the chair holding 
the casting vote. 



 

13 

 

Proposed way forward: allow some members-only committees and/or working groups  

There is a range of new approaches that could be implemented by ZEP to make it more 
attractive for new members and increase the engagement and value for existing members. 
These include: 

● Changing certain committees and working groups from open to members-only 
● Motivating members to engage more actively by increasing the quality and member-

relevance of its output, whilst staying guided by fact-based and science-based 
principles. 

● Increasing members’ visibility at ZEP-led events, in media, and in social media. 

Which committees or working groups will be made member-only should be a result of careful 
deliberation. Whereas some other ETIPs only have closed groups, ZEP is renowned for the 
transparency in its work. Hence, consideration of making groups members-only should be 
guided by this context. 

Advantages:  

Increased attractiveness of ZEP’s membership for both existing and potential members. 

Challenges:  

All these additional member benefits need to be implemented in a way that doesn’t 
undermine ZEP’s credibility. That means, staying focused on delivering ZEP’s ultimate goals 
with fact-based and science-based engagement. 

Additional resource requirement:  

Changes in bylaws and website. An added workload for ZEP staff working on communications. 

 

7. Implementation timeline 

• 4 December – members-only meeting to discuss the ZEP future structure document with 
proposed changes 

• 13 December – ZEP future document is up for approval at the ZEP AC  
• 13 December – upon approval of the ZEP future structure document, an updated version of 

ZEP bylaws will be up for approval to align the bylaws with the approved future structure. 
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1. Introduction 
2024 will be an important year for the carbon capture and storage (CCS) community in 

Europe. The spade will go into the ground for the first commercial CCS site in the EU (Porthos 

in the Netherlands), Northern Lights will become the first project to deliver cross-border CO2 

transport and storage, the European Commission launches the long-awaited Industrial 

Carbon Management Strategy, there are elections for the European Parliament and Member 

States need to review their National Energy and Climate Plans. After many lost years, CCS 

seems to finally be moving from development to deployment as a key technology to drive the 

decarbonisation of Europe's hard-to-abate sectors.  

The Zero Emissions Platform (ZEP) and the Implementation Working Group 9 of the SET-Plan 

(IWG9) are at the forefront of CCS policy making, on the one hand as the trusted advisors to 

the EU and as Member States working collectively to achieve Europe's climate goals – notably 

on the decarbonisation of the energy intensive industries. In this document, we provide an 

outline of our main activities for 2024.  

The governance structures of ZEP and IWG9 are largely merged, and their secretariat is 

funded by a single Horizon Europe grant (running from July 2022 to June 2025), hence the 

choice for a joint work programme. We will also include those activities that are de facto 

funded by the members of ZEP, resulting in extra bandwidth for a programme that goes 

beyond the deliverables set out in the Horizon Europe grant agreement. For the sake of 

clarity, those deliverables for 2024 will be spelt out in detail below.  

The work programme should be considered as a living and reference document, especially 

for those active in the various working groups as well as for the secretariat and the 

organisations executing the grant. It could also be changed depending on the outcome of 

the ZEP restructuring – a process underway now and should be implemented in 2024. As 

ZEP aims to strengthen its advocacy and communications workstream, this could alter the 

goals and deliverables of this work programme. Hence, a certain amount of flexibility and 

agility should be taken into account. 

  



 

3 
 

2. Main policy developments in 2024 
Before we dive into the work streams, let’s zoom out and look at the main CCS and CCU 

related policy developments that we expect to happen in 2024. 

In Q1 2024, the European Commission is expected to publish a proposal for an EU 2040 

climate target. ZEP expects the proposal to provide further clarity on the role of CCS and CCU 

in contributing to the EU’s climate targets, seeks to inform the co-decision process on the 

2040 target and contribute to the upcoming legislative processes where existing EU legislation 

will be aligned with the 2040 target. 

The 2040 climate target proposal will be complemented by an Industrial Carbon 

Management Strategy (ICMS). The ICMS will assess what role CCS and CCU technologies can 

play in reducing and removing emissions in the EU economy until 2050, as well as what 

measures are needed to scale them up, including in the deployment of EU-wide CO2 transport 

and storage infrastructures. This strategy will be crucial to set out the European Commission’s 

vision on the role of CCS in Europe and what policy measures are needed to achieve this 

vision. The new Commission, expected to start at the end of 2024, is expected to propose 

policy initiatives supporting CCS.  

•  ZEP will continue to advocate for a strong ICMS in line with ZEP’s recommendations 

on the strategy, as specified in the contribution to the ICMS consultation of 2023. 

• If a consultation is opened following the publication of the strategy, ZEP will respond 

to the consultation. 

• ZEP is ready to engage and support the Commission in the potential deliverables or 

initiatives proposed in the ICMS, provided that these align and enhance ZEP-s impact 

in the deployment of CCS and CCU technologies 

A landmark piece of legislation for CCS will undoubtedly be the Net Zero Industry Act, 

proposed by the Commission in early 2023. This proposal for a regulation will be under 

negotiation between the EU institutions (trilogues) in late 2023/early 2024. The two key 

elements in the NZIA are the 50Mt CO2 annual injection capacity target for the EU in 2030 

and its Article 18. Together with other stakeholders, the ZEP published an open letter in July 

2023 calling for an implementable and pragmatic Net Zero Industry Act Article 18.   

• ZEP will continue its support for the NZIA as it will spur the deployment of CCS in 

Europe. The NZIA should be approved before the 2024 European Parliament 

elections. ZEP will insist on this timeline in its contact with policymakers. 

• ZEP will make recommendations to the three institutions during the trilogues 

regarding the provisions best placed to support CCS deployment in Europe. 

The European Parliament elections will take place from 6 to 9 June 2024. A new European 

Parliament entails a new European Commission. Both institutions will play a critical role in 

translating the 2040 climate targets into the right political and regulatory framework. As CCS 

will play an important role in achieving these climate targets, the Zero Emissions Platform 

seeks a (pro)active dialogue with the Commission and the Parliament, pushing for an 

https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/zeps-feedback-to-the-industrial-carbon-management-strategy/
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/open-letter-on-article-18-of-the-net-zero-industry-act/
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ambitious CCS agenda in the next EU legislative cycle. The ICMS is an obvious lever for such 

an agenda, but more political pressure will be needed. 

• ZEP will further develop its advocacy and communications strategy and undertake 

efforts to have CCS represented in programmes of the main European political 

parties and the new European Commission’s policy agenda. 

• ZEP will engage with EU policymakers ahead of the elections to highlight the 

importance of CCS and CCU deployment and the need to develop EU and national 

funding programmes that fit the requirements to reach climate neutrality by 2050. 

On the national level, EU member states are required to send updated National Energy and 

Climate Plans (NECPs) to the Commission. The Guidance to Member States encourages 

national governments to include CCS provisions1. Several Member States are in the process 

of developing their own carbon management strategies, such as Germany and France, while 

others are only beginning to explore CCS strategies (such as Spain). 

• Together with other stakeholders, ZEP will analyse the updated NECPs and provide 

feedback on those NECPs where policies are insufficient and/or lacking. 

• Pending internal capacity, ZEP will work with national governments to support them 

in their development of national carbon management strategies. 

The European Commission published the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) 

proposal for a regulation at the end of June 2023 to support investments in critical 

technologies, such as CCS and CCU. An agreement on this proposal could take place in Q1 

2024. 

• ZEP will monitor the legislative progress of the STEP proposal and support the increase 

in the Innovation Fund and Horizon Europe programmes.  

• ZEP will support the STEP proposal and highlight the need to develop EU and national 

funding programmes and to incentivise investments in line with the funding required 

for CCS to reach the 2040 and 2050 climate targets. 

CCUS Forum 
ZEP is one of the co-chairs of the CCUS Forum working group on CO2 infrastructure and has 

contributed to several CCUS Forum working groups.   

• ZEP will support the preparation of the 2024 plenary. 

• ZEP will support and contribute to the potential future work of the CCUS Forum 

working group on CO2 infrastructure and the CCUS Forum expert group on CO2 

specifications. 

CDR 
The European Commission published a proposal for a regulation on an EU certification for 

carbon removals in November 2022. Trilogues on the proposal have started start in Q4 2023 

and policymakers are committed to reach an agreement before the European Parliament 

 
1 Guidance to Member States for updated NECPs 2021-2030, European Commission. 

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/publications/guidance-ms-updated-necps-2021-2030_en
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recesses in March 2024. Following the adoption of the regulation, the European Commission, 

in collaboration with a dedicated expert group, will work on the preparation of a 

methodologies for carbon dioxide removals (CDR) certification framework throughout 2024.  

• ZEP will closely monitor the progress of the proposal and will make policy 

recommendations, where useful. 

• ZEP will contribute to the preparation of a CDR methodologies via its representative 

in the Expert Group, Kristin Jordal, and by responding to future potential calls for 

inputs. 

ZEP will also follow the adoption of delegated acts amending the EU ETS Monitoring and 

Reporting Regulation and relevant for CCS and CCU deployment. 

Finally, ZEP will closely monitor developments related to key EU funding programmes, 

including the Connecting Europe Facility, the Innovation Fund, Horizon Europe, and LIFE. 
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3. ZEP and IWG9 working groups 
Several hundreds of CCS experts meet regularly in meetings that the secretariat organises – 

mostly in the context of ZEP but also in combined sessions with IWG9 delegates. The main 

meetings continue to be the Advisory Council which gathers four times per year and is 

attended by ZEP members, the IWG9 constituency but also by interested parties that are 

not formally connected to either organisation. In June 2024, the Advisory Council will 

include a meeting of the ZEP Communications ASBL that gathers once a year. (This is the 

Belgian non-profit organisation with a membership structure that sponsors the ZEP 

secretariat and additional activities, on top of the EU grant) 

Depending on political and economic developments, these are the most important work 

items per forum. The ZEP secretariat runs several bodies where members meet, both of the 

ZEP and of IWG9: Committees, Temporary Working Groups (which fall under Committees), 

and a new Projects Network. It also provides the secretariat for the ZEP Government Group, 

which consists of representatives of around twenty European governments.  

Policy & Economics Committee  
Paragraph to follow later 

Technology Committee  
The Technology Committee (TC) will organise four meetings in 2024; the meeting taking 

place in or close to September will be an in-person meeting in Brussels; the other three will 

be virtual meetings. 

Misson Innovation CDR. TC supports the EC in their participation in Mission Innovation on 

CDR. This has been an ongoing activity in 2023 and will be continued in 2024. The TWG CDR 

will meet regularly, guided by activities in the MI CDR. The work in the Removals Expert 

Group is part of this activity. 

One report is currently in the pipeline. The TWG will continue their work and finalise their 

reports in 2024. The TWG CCS supply chain has been suspended. Remaining work includes: 

• Flexible power with CCS (tbc, co-leads Arthur Heberle, Robert de Kler) 

Topics for approval by the AC: 

1. Transport cost: recent publications suggest that transport costs for landlocked emitters 

may reach €200/t, for the CO2 to reach a coastline by rail and/or pipeline. A ZEP paper could 

be written on this topic, to highlight the issues and suggest ways forward (e.g., stressing the 

need for onshore storage). Just as with the aforementioned two reports, there is a capacity 

issue within the secretariat 

2. CO2 specifications: way forward. Recent development in the knowledge of the effects of 

and behaviour of impurities in CO2 streams have led to strict specifications. This leads to 

increasing cost of purification for emitters, potentially making CCS unaffordable. A two-pipe 

solution to handle captured CO2 from different capture technologies has also been 

suggested. The CCUS Forum expert group that produced the report for the CCUS-Forum 

could be invited to reflect on these issues. 
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Projects Network 
In 2023 ZEP created the Projects Network that will support the many ongoing and planned 

CCS and CCU projects in Europe. The Network should also address existing barriers and help 

de-risking investments, improve public perception of CCS, and enable real project-to-project 

knowledge sharing. By introducing this network, ZEP establishes an important tool to 

efficiently support projects and, at the same time, actively help the EC and European 

governments regarding necessary policy/regulation, funding and actions linked to public 

perception.  

The Projects Network is in development and will be launched officially at the Porthos site in 

Rotterdam, 24-25 January 2024. For the rest of the year, one or two more of such events 

could be organised in order to facilitate the exchange of knowledge among project developers 

and keep the momentum.  

At the CCUS Forum 2023, the European Commission unveiled plans to launch their own 

industrial carbon management knowledge sharing network where participation will be 

mandatory for projects that have received EU funding, and voluntary and encouraged for 

others. Once the ICMS has been published and further details are known, ZEP will explore the 

options of informing this new initiative via its own Projects Network experience to date and 

if dedicated funding is available, consider bidding to provide the secretariat for the 

Commission’s network, streamlining the two initiatives into one. 

The current ZEP Project Network does not have dedicated funding source, has been having 

challenges in confirming co-chairs and the detailed governance structure is yet to be 

established. However, if the future entails joining forces with the European Commission’s 

network, these challenges would be addressed. 

External Relations Committee 
The External Relations Group plays a crucial role in providing strategic guidance to ZEP's 

external communications activities, as well as in promoting ZEP's mission and identity across 

its wide network of stakeholders. The ERG co-chairs also contribute to the development of 

external engagements with policymakers and are able to represent ZEP at these meetings. 

Effective coordination between ERG and ACEC as well as the other committees is important 

to ensure the external facing activities are timely, focussed and effective.    

Three mail pillars identified:  

1) Organisational (internal)  

• Work on clear Terms of Reference and Governance for ERG in its new configuration   

• Ensure that interaction /coordination with the other ZEP Committees is clearly 

organised, efficient, and effective (e.g. with ACEC, Policy &Economics, Government, 

etc) 

 

2) External – socialisation of Policy /Technical work of ZEP Committees with relevant 

stakeholders  
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• Develop and tailor an advocacy and communication plan based on the work program 

of the ZEP Committees by its January 2023 meeting – the plan needs to be fit for 

purpose and not too generic  

• Ensure a throughout review of the communication tools and practices (stakeholder 

mapping, messaging, use of social media, website, etc) to ensure an effective 

implementation of the external relations and communication program  

 

3) External: Assess potential role of ZEP in the area of public acceptance:    

• Education (for example in the Parliament after elections, with local authorities in 

Member states, in schools and universities)   

• Support (including to authorities / local authorities) with communication materials, 

events, etc to reach the general public  

 

As highlighted in the introduction, the work programme covers activities funded by the 

Horizon Europe grant and those funded by member sponsorships to ZEP-Communications 

ABSL. Following from “additional work programme”, adopted by ZEP for 2023 for activities 

funded by member sponsorships, the 2024 work programme covers all both grant- and 

member-funded activities. In 2023, the focus of activities funded by member sponsorships 

was advocacy, communications, events and visibility. 2024 work programme continues this 

approach, and these activities are likely to overwhelmingly fit under the External Relation 

Committee’s activities: 

• Establishing an advocacy and communications implementation plan with clear KPIs 

o Establishing specific goals for engaging with policymakers on CCS-related 

policy files 

o Establishing renewed brand voice and messages for ZEP that is used 

uniformly in all communication – what the organisation does, its principles, 

its value proposition for members 

o Increase ZEP visibility across social media platforms 

o Explore rebranding ZEP and revamping ZEP website 

o Raising the profile of CCS as a climate technology 

 

• Organising annual ZEP CCS Conference in April 2024 
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4. Research and Innovation  
 

From SETIS:  

- The European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET Plan) is a key stepping stone to 

boost the transition towards a climate-neutral energy system through the 

development of low-carbon technologies in a fast and competitive way.  

- The SET Plan was established in 2007 and since the creation of the energy union in 

2015, it became one of the main instruments of the energy union’s 5t pillar on 

research innovation and competitiveness. 

- By improving new technologies and bringing down their costs through coordinated 

national research efforts, the SET Plan helps promote cooperation among EU 

countries, companies and research institutions. It does so by helping to coordinate 

national research and innovation activities in developing low-carbon energy among 

EU countries and associated countries, as well as aligning national research and 

innovation programmes with its agenda. 

The SET plan activities are clustered into 10 actions for research and innovation, whereas 

CCUS is number 9 (thereby the number 9 in the SET Plan Implementation Working Group, 

IWG, for CCUS): 

 

The CCUS SET Plan Implementation Working Group (IWG9) is chaired by the Netherlands, 

Norway and Zero Emissions Platform (ZEP) and established a few years ago ambitious 2030 

targets and R&I activities. These are now ready for updating – and this work will be carried 

out in 2024.  

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/research-and-technology/strategic-energy-technology-plan_en
https://ccsassociation.sharepoint.com/sites/ccsateam/Shared%20Documents/7.%20CCSA%20Brussels/3.%20ZEP/1.%20Governance/1.%20AC%20-%20ACEC/AC/77th%20AC%20December%202023/Documentation/2.%20ZEP%20developments/The%20SET%20Plan%20activities%20are%20clustered%20into%2010%20actions%20for%20research%20and%20innovation
https://ccus-setplan.eu/
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The organisation of the SET plan work may be illustrated as follows:  

 

In addition to these formal bodies of the SET Plan on CCUS, it is important to engage widely 

in all corners of this triangle – ranging from industry, R&I and governments – for the impact 

of the SET Plan work to increase. 

An important part of the ZEP/IWG9 work is to advance the research and innovation agenda 

of CC(U)S in Europe. Notably within the IWG9 context, European countries should be more 

involved and exchange their latest insights of R&I projects.  

At the EU grant preceding the current one for the secretariat of IWG9, a clear research 

agenda was spelled out; below follows a similar structure to organise the ZEP/IWG9 in this 

respect. Notably, ZEP will support the realisation of the SET Plan Implementation Plan on 

CCS and CCU which has defined eight key R&I activities with ten linked targets to be met. 

The secretariat will increase its engagement with European governments to find more CCS 

R&I contact points and add these to our distribution lists.  

The R&I Activites included in the existing SET Plan Implementation Plan for CCUS, and that 

need to be updated, are the following (in brackets are reference made to R&I targets to be 

explained in the following section): 

• R&I Activity 1: Delivery of a whole chain CCS project operating in the power sector (target 

1). 

• R&I Activity 2: Delivery of regional CCS and CCU clusters, including feasibility for a 

European hydrogen infrastructure (targets 2 & 3 and 10). 

• R&I Activity 3: EU Projects of Common Interest for CO2 transport infrastructure (target 4). 

• R&I Activity 4: Establish a European CO2 Storage Atlas (target 5). 

• R&I Activity 5: Unlocking European Storage capacity (target 7). 

• R&I Activity 6: Developing next-generation CO2 capture technologies (target 6). 

• R&I Activity 7: CCU Action (targets 8 & 9). 
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https://setis.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-04/set_plan_ccus_implementation_plan.pdf
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• R&I Activity 8: Understanding and communicating the role of CCS and CCU in meeting 

European and national energy and climate change goals (target 10). 

 

 

 

How to do this: 

In the period 2019-2022 a separate grant supported the work of the SETR Plan 

Implementation Working Group on CCUS, namely the IMPACTS9 project, coordinated by 

CCSA. The secretariat work of the CCUS SET Plan targets was implemented in the following 

way: 

 

 

https://ccus-setplan.eu/grant-period-july-2019-june-2022/
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With reference to the CCUS SET plan 2030 targets, the work in 2019-2022 was organised in 

five sub-groups below with the responsibility to follow up the Targets listed below each sub-

group: 

 

 

 

In the following year the plan is to organise this work in stronger collaboration with existing 

structures in ZEP (especially Technology Committee) and EERA JP CCS. In practice this will be 

reported back to the ZEP AC/IWG) plenary meetings quarterly.   

  

Target 1,2,3,4           Target 6                 Target 5, 7               Target 8, 9              Target 10 



 

13 
 

 

 

5. Deliverables of the Horizon Europe grant 
 

As stipulated in the EU grant agreement, ZEP and IWG9 need to complete the following 

deliverables in 2024. It will be a priority for the ZEP secretariat and SINTEF to not delay any 

of the following deliverables.  

 

Work Package 1: Delivery of the CCUS SET Plan Implementation Plan 
D1.4 Review of the IWG9 R&I activities and targets 

Deadline June 2024, lead SINTEF, input IWG9 needed 

D1.6 Recommendations focusing on Social Sciences and Humanities expertise 

Deadline July 2024, lead CCSA 

Based on the work on CCS/CCU projects, enablers and hurdles for new CCS and CCU 

projects, provide recommendations focusing on Social Sciences and Humanities expertise. 

 

Work Package 2: Coordination of Networks and Temporary Working Groups 
D2.2 Annual progress reviews and recommendations on the 8 R&I activities 

Deadline May 2024, lead SINTEF, input IWG9 needed 

Provide recommendations on the steps required to deliver each of the eight key IWG9 

Research and Innovation (R&I) activities – providing an annual review of progress and where 

applicable including recommendations. 

D2.4 Report on key enablers and hurdles for CCS/CCU projects, focus on public perception 

Deadline February 2024, lead CCSA 

Develop report on key enablers and hurdles for European CCS/CCU projects, with a focus on 

public perception. 

 

Work Package 3: Support outreach and external relations 
D3.1 Outreach programmes and briefings with European institutions and Member States 

Deadline November 2024, lead CCSA 

Prepare outreach programmes, plan and hold briefings with officials from the European 

institutions and Member States on output and conclusions from the project's technical, 

policy, regulatory, and economic work. 

D3.4  Present outputs and recommendations at SET Plan Steering Group events, other EC 

initiatives, etc. 

Deadline August 2024, lead CCSA 
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Present outputs at SET Plan Steering Group events and provide recommendations to other 

European Commission initiatives – e.g. Innovation Fund Expert Group and the European 

Clean Hydrogen Alliance, the Clean Energy Transition Partnership, the High Level Group on 

Energy Intensive Industries – and other international initiatives, e.g. Mission Innovation and 

the Clean Energy Ministerial. 

 

Work Package 4: Support to the Government Group 
D4.1 Disseminate reports and recommendations to Member States 

Deadline November 2024, lead CCSA 

Disseminate reports and recommendations to Member State representatives. 

D4.2 Input from national governments on the focus and outputs from the project 

Deadline June 2024, lead CCSA 

Input from national governments on the focus and development of reports and other 

outputs from the project. 

D4.3 Support from national governments on delivery of the Implementation Plan 

Deadline June 2024, lead CCSA 

Support from national governments on delivery of the Implementation Plan. 

 

Work Package 5: Management of the project 
D5.1 Project Management Plan 

Deadline June 2024, lead CCSA 

Project Management Plan with a Gantt chart and a Work Breakdown Structure. (review) 

 

 

 

 

Further contact 

Joop Hazenberg 

Secretary General, ZEP 

Joop.hazenberg@zeroemissionsplatform.eu  

+32 496 70 36 38 

mailto:Joop.hazenberg@zeroemissionsplatform.eu


 

 

Proposal for the ZEP 2024 budget (EUR)     December 2023 

 

The ZEP has two components of spend. 

 

The ZEP members fund the activities of the platform via their contributions. For 2024 

the proposed budget for this expenditure under the ZEP-C ASBL is broken down as 

follows: 

● 2 new staff to be hired early in the year. 

● Office space planned to be extension of the current office space. 

● Cost to plan and implement ZEP annual conference 

● Other necessary costs and expenses 

 

 

Administration/auditing 8,000 

Website maintenance 1,000 

Legal advice 5,000 

Chair 67,992 

Communications/events 65,000 

Travel costs 15,000 

Office rent 10,000 

Mid-level contractor 100,000 

Junior comms person 60,000 

Contingency  15,000 

  

Expenses 346,992 

Income 347,500 
 

 

The secretariat of the ZEP is funded by the ETIP EWG9 Horizon grant. 

 

For 2024 the proposed budget for this expenditure under the grant is defined in the 

grant agreement: 

 

Total manpower 1.5 FTE (two or more actual people) 

 

Work Package Name 

WP1 Delivery of CCUS SET Plan 
Implementation Plan 

WP2 Coordination of Networks 
and Temporary Working 
Groups 

WP3 Support outreach and 
external relations 

WP4 Support the Government 
Group 

WP5 Management of the Project 

 



IWG9 Plenary and ZEP 77th Advisory Council  
 Agenda item 3 

Updates from governments and projects 
 
 

 

Agenda Item 3: Updates from governments and projects – 

for information 

 

3.a. Yara Sluiskil  

Yara International and Northern Lights signed a binding commercial agreement on 20 

November 2023. Yara plans to reduce the annual CO2 emissions of its Yara Sluiskil ammonia 

facility by 800,000 tonnes. The CO2 will be liquefied and shipped by Northern Lights for 

permanent storage in Norway. (link to Yara's press release). 

There will be a presentation by Yara at the meeting. 

 

3.b. ‘CCUS Policies and Business Models: Building a Commercial 

Market’ 

The International Energy Agency (IEA) published its report ‘CCUS Policies and Business 

Models: Building a Commercial Market’ to provide a policy toolkit to national governments 

when deploying CCS and CCU (link to the report). 

There will be a presentation by the IEA at the meeting. 

 

3.c. Global Status of CCS 2023 

The Global CCS Institute published its annual report Global Status of CCS 2023 on 9 

November 2023 (link to the report). The report describes the deployment of carbon capture 

across the world, including in Europe, and proposes policy actions to meet the global climate 

ambitions. 

There will be a presentation by the Global CCS Institute at the meeting. 

 

3.d. COP28 

The United Nations Climate Change Conference took place in the United Arab Emirates in 

November 2023 (link to the event). CCS was prominent in debates leading to COP28. 

There will be an update at the meeting. 

 

 

 

https://www.yara.com/corporate-releases/yara-invests-in-ccs-in-sluiskil-and-signs-binding-co2-transport-and-storage-agreement-with-northern-lights--the-worlds-first-cross-border-ccs-agreement-in-operation2/
https://www.iea.org/reports/ccus-policies-and-business-models-building-a-commercial-market
https://www.globalccsinstitute.com/resources/publications-reports-research/global-status-of-ccs-2023-executive-summary/
https://www.cop28.com/en/
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Agenda Item 4: SET Plan – IWG9 for information and guidance 

 

4.a. Revision of the SET-Plan – IWG9, for information 

The Strategic Energy Technology (SET) is the EU policy framework for energy technologies. 

The objective of the SET Plan is to accelerate the deployment of cost-competitive clean 

technologies, including CCS and CCU. 

The European Commission adopted its Communication on the revision of the Strategic Energy 

Technology Plan on 20 October 2023 (link to the communication). 

The Commission plans to take action on:  

• new priorities, including sustainability by design, skills development, research and 

innovation, tailored to societal needs, digitalisation, and market accessibility; 

• expand the current technology scope to encompass all strategic renewable energy 

technologies; 

• establish a dedicated workstream on hydrogen to implement the ‘ERA pilot on Green 

Hydrogen'; 

• forge cooperation between the European Technology and Innovation Platforms 

and the European industrial alliances, including the Battery Alliance, the Clean 

Hydrogen Alliance, and the Solar PV Industry Alliance; and 

• provide a roadmap for progress that will continue to be monitored through the SET 

Plan information system (SETIS). This will feed into the annual report on the State of 

the Energy Union and will be disseminated at the SET Plan conferences.  

 

The SET-Plan identifies ten priority actions that could serve help accelerate the energy system 

transformation. Each of these actions has developed an Implementation Plan with targets and 

Research & Innovation activities needed to achieve them. The progress of the Implementation 

Plan is monitored by Implementation Working Groups (IWG). IWG9 is the Implementation 

Working Group for Carbon Capture Utilisation and Storage (link to the website). The IWG9 

work for 2024 could include the following: 

• Review and update of IWG9 targets; 

• Reporting on progress towards these new and approved targets; 

• Facilitate sharing of knowledge on priorities between participating countries; 

• Setting a research agenda to address knowledge gaps; and 

• Facilitating stakeholders to contribute – including ZEP, IWG9 and EERA. 

 

There will be an update at the meeting and a discussion on the consequences for 

IWG9/ZEP and the IWG9 work plan 2024. 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023DC0634&qid=1698315020718
https://ccus-setplan.eu/about-set-plan/
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Agenda item 5: Updates from Committees – for information 

and guidance 

 

5.a. Policy and Economics Committee 

The Policy & Economics Committee (NWPE) held its latest meeting on 26 October. 

The Working Group (WG) Policy & Funding held its latest meeting on 22 November. The group 

worked on a draft ZEP stance on the expected positions of the three EU institutions on the 

Net Zero Industry Act (see attached pre-read). A representative from Bellona gave a 

presentation on low-carbon products. A preliminary draft ZEP paper on low-carbon products 

was presented. Finally, the group worked on a draft paper on the STEP proposal and required 

funding for CCS (see attached pre-read). The next WG meeting will take place in January.  

 

Consultations and calls for feedback – for information  

Open consultation: 

• European Commission (EC) call for feedback on EU emissions trading system (ETS) 

– update of the free allocation rules (link to the call for feedback). The call closes on 2 

January 2024. 

Closed consultations: 

• EC call for evidence and public consultation on Industrial carbon management – 

carbon capture, utilisation and storage deployment (link to the call for evidence and 

public consultation – questionnaire). The ZEP WG Policy and Funding and TWG CDR 

prepared a response to the call for evidence (link) and consultation (link). 

 

EU policy and funding timelines 

• ZEP EU policy timeline with a focus on CCS and CCU can be found here (link). 

• ZEP EU funding timeline with a focus on CCS and CCU can be found here (link). 

 

Public and private funding for CCS deployment – for approval 

The WG Policy & Funding worked through a draft paper (see pre-read below) highlighting that 

public and private funding for the deployment of CCS should match forecasted spending 

needs. The paper also welcomes the support provided to CCS projects under the Innovation 

Fund and supports increase in funding programmes under the Strategic Technologies for 

Europe Platform (STEP). The draft paper was shared with the External Relations Committee 

until 6 December noon. 

The AC is invited to approve the draft ZEP paper. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13861-EU-emissions-trading-system-ETS-update-of-the-free-allocation-rules_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13848-Industrial-carbon-management-carbon-capture-utilisation-and-storage-deployment_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13848-Industrial-carbon-management-carbon-capture-utilisation-and-storage-deployment/public-consultation_en
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/090166e500ca2287-1.pdf
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/ZEP-response-Industrial-Carbon-Management-Strategy-1.pdf
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/ZEP-Policy-Timeline-December-2023.pdf
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/ZEP-Funding-Timeline-December-2023.pdf
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CCSA/ZEP working group on CO2 transport by ship – for approval 

Ship transport will be a crucial mode of transport for the early deployment of CCS. The 

temporary working group (TWG) prepared a report describing the future Europe-wide market 

for CO2 transport by ship and providing clear policy recommendations. 

A second and final round of review took place from 13 to 28 November 2023. The final draft 

of the report was shared with the working group on 4 December, for endorsement until 8 

December. The draft report will be sent to the AC separately on 8 December. 

The AC is invited to approve the draft CCSA/ZEP report on CO2 transport by ship. The 

draft report will be sent separately on 8 December. 

 

National energy and climate plans – for information 

Member States were due to submit their draft updated national energy and climate plans 

(NECPs) by June 2023. The EC has included CCS and CCU technologies in its NECP 

guidance stating that “Member States are encouraged to include in their updated NECPs the 

efforts planned to enable their industries to capture and store their inherent process 

emissions permanently in geological storage sites, in accordance with Directive 

2009/31/EC”. The draft updated NECPs of Austria, Latvia, and Poland are not available on 

the EC website (link to the website). 

 

EU ETS allowance price – for information 

The price of EU ETS allowances stood at €68.9 on 5 December 20231. 

 

5.b. Technology Committee 

The latest Technology Committee meeting took place on 23 November. The Committee 

discussed technical matters for the ZEP work programme and received update from the TWG 

CDR. Kristin Jordal gave an update on the work of the carbon dioxide removals expert group. 

The Committee agreed to suspend the work of the TWG supply chain due to a lack of 

resources. Presentations were made on the revision of the SET Plan, the Greensand injection 

result, communication on realistic storage potential, CEN’s new work on CCS and CCU, and 

the state-of-play of ISO technical committee 265. The next Technology Committee meeting is 

planned for 22 February.  

The TWG CDR held its latest meeting on 2 November. The next TWG CDR meeting is planned 

for 11 January. 

Consultations and calls for feedback – for information 

Closed consultations: 

• DNV call for feedback on the draft updated CO2 Storage Directive Guidance 

Documents (link to the consultation). ZEP WG Policy & Funding and TWG CCS 

 
1 Carbon Price Viewer. Sandbag. 

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/communication-and-annex-guidance-ms-updated-necps-2021-2030_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/communication-and-annex-guidance-ms-updated-necps-2021-2030_en
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/implementation-eu-countries/energy-and-climate-governance-and-reporting/national-energy-and-climate-plans_en
https://sway.office.com/kpWmA2aP5oKX03qQ?ref=Link&loc=play
https://sandbag.be/carbon-price-viewer/
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Directive prepared a response to the consultation (link) focusing, among others, on the 

terms/definitions, the transition from hydrocarbon production, seismicity and financial 

securities. 

 

 

CO2 Storage Directive Guidance Documents – for information 

The European Commission has contracted DNV to support the update of the four CO2 Storage 

Directive Guidance Documents (GD). The update aims to reflect the global state of the art of 

CCS and remove ambiguities. The draft updated guidance documents (link) underwent 

stakeholder review in summer 2023, including a public stakeholder workshop which took place 

on 11 July in Brussels. ZEP submitted feedback on the draft GDs (see above) and Filip Neele 

(Technology Committee co-chair) represented ZEP at the workshop. 

DNV has submitted their draft report to DG CLIMA and is currently processing final comments. 

The final report is expected to be submitted to DG CLIMA before 13 December 2023. 

 

5.d. Government Group 

The latest Government Group meeting took place on 14 November 2023 in Berlin, Germany, 

hosted by the German ministry for economic affairs and climate action. Participants 

exchanged on recent national developments on CCS and CCU, as well as on the Net Zero 

Industry Act, the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) proposal, and the latest 

EC report on the implementation of the CO2 storage directive. The German ministry gave a 

presentation on Germany’s upcoming CCS and CCU strategy. The UK Department for Energy 

Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) gave a presentation on the study ‘CCUS Ports – Infrastructure 

Requirement Assessment’. Stijn Santen gave a presentation of the new ZEP Projects 

Network.  

Participants also made a site visit to the Zementwerk Ruedersdorf cement plant operated by 

CEMEX. 

The next meeting will take place on 7 March. 

https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/ZEP-feedback-Guidance-Documents-24.07.23.pdf
https://sway.office.com/kpWmA2aP5oKX03qQ?ref=Link&loc=play
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Draft Public and private investments must fit CCS deployment 

requirements 

Public and private funding for the deployment of CCS should match forecasted spending needs. 

Sustained public investments both at the European and national level will be necessary to make CCS 

economically viable and reach climate neutrality. Private investments should be incentivised via 

adequate business cases. 

STEP: a positive stimulus for CCS 

Europe will not reach climate neutrality by 2050 without carbon capture and storage (CCS). All reliable 

modelling scenarios, including those from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the 

International Energy Agency, consider the deployment of CCS critical to reaching climate neutrality by 

205012. Achieving climate neutrality requires a major transformation of energy-intensive and process 

industries, such as cement, lime, steel, waste-to-energy, and chemicals. The deployment of carbon 

dioxide removals (CDR), such as bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BECCS) and direct air 

carbon capture and storage (DACCS), is a crucial component of the EU’s climate toolbox. Their 

deployment at scale will complement and not displace emissions reductions; the latter must remain 

the priority of climate action. 

The European Commission estimates that the EU could need to capture up to 550 million tonnes of 

CO2 annually by 2050 to reach net zero emissions and proposed to achieve an annual injection 

capacity of at least 50 million tonnes of CO2 by 20303. These ambitions will not materialise without 

billions of euros of public and private investments. Trustworthy models indicate that, until 2050, 

annual investments in CCS must reach €12.3 billion in Europe to enable 1.5°C warming scenarios4. 

ZEP recognises and strongly welcomes the support provided to date to CCS projects by the Innovation 

Fund and other EU and national funding programmes. ZEP strongly supports the proposal for a 

regulation Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) that proposes to increase the size of the 

Innovation Fund and Horizon Europe funding programmes. ZEP supports the focus on low-income 

countries but would like to highlight that most planned CCS projects have a cross-border dimension. 

Clarification would be required regarding the eligibility of CCS projects aiming to capture CO2 in EU 

countries with a GDP per capita below the EU average and transport the CO2 for storage in other 

European countries. 

Funding must match deployment requirements  

National funding programmes, such as the SDE++ in the Netherlands, have also proven critical to 

support CCS projects. The total size of national funding programmes, EU funding programmes, and 

 

1 Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 
2022. 
2 Carbon capture, utilisation and storage, International Energy Agency, 2022. 
3 Proposal for a regulation on establishing a framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero 
technology products manufacturing ecosystem (Net Zero Industry Act), European Commission, 2023. 
4 Review of Carbon Capture Utilisation and Carbon Capture and Storage in future EU decarbonisation scenarios, 
University College London, 2020. 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
https://www.iea.org/fuels-and-technologies/carbon-capture-utilisation-and-storage
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023PC0161
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023PC0161
https://www.ccus-setplan.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CCUS-SET-Plan_Review-of-CCU-and-CCS-in-future-EU-decarbonisation-scenarios_09.2020.pdf
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private investments must reach the scale required to reach net zero by 2050 and enable intermediary 

targets in 2030 and 2040.  

Developing national investment schemes at the required scale and enhancing EU funding programmes 

supporting CCS, such as the Connecting Europe Facility, the Innovation Fund, Horizon Europe, and 

LIFE, would help match funding requirements. Funding capacity building for EU and national public 

authorities will also be crucial to reduce bottlenecks and avoid project delays. This includes staff 

recruitment and staff training on CCS. A robust price for EU ETS allowances would help incentivise 

industrial decarbonisation at scale. Adequate incentives along the value chain can support private 

investments where public funding is not required. Finally, supporting markets for low-carbon products 

can help incentivise private investments in CCS. 

The benefits of investing in CCS are significantly higher than their deployment costs. Funding 

programmes and investment frameworks should align with this reality. 

About the Zero Emissions Platform 

The Zero Emissions Platform (ZEP) is a European Technology and Innovation Platform (ETIP) under the 

Commission’s Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan) and acts as the EU’s adviser on the 

deployment of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS), and Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU).  

ZEP supports the European Union’s commitment to reach climate neutrality by 2050, defined as net-

zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050. To this end, CCS technologies represent readily 

available and cost-efficient pathways for the decarbonisation of industrial and energy sectors in the 

European Union. Some applications of CCU – where CO2 is stored in a manner intended to be 

permanent – can also contribute to this goal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/
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Agenda item 6: Updates from External Relations Committee 

– for information and guidance 

 

6.a. ZEP Advocacy and communication strategy 

ZEP-C is currently working on a work programme for 2024 with revised objectives for ZEP to 

achieve in terms of advocacy and communication strategy. Based on the new work programme, 

an implementation plan for the advocacy and communication strategy will be drafted by the 

ERC. 

 

6.b. ZEP External Relations Committee Co-Chairs update 

The ERC is composed of four co-chairs who are appointed by the ZEP constituencies.  

Lina Strandvåg Nagell (Bellona) has been appointed as the new ERC Co-chair to replace 

Jonas Helseth (Bellona) to represent the non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

constituency. 

Antonella Sopranzetti (ExxonMobil) has been appointed as the new ERC Co-chair to 

represent the fossil fuel producers “oil & gas” constituency.  

A co-chair is yet to be appointed by the technology providers and energy-intensive industries 

‘industry’ constituency.  

The next ERG meetings are planned for: 

• 15 December 2023 

• 26 January 2024 

• 8 March 2024 

• 3 May 2024 

The AC is invited to approve the nomination of Lina Strandvåg Nagell and Antonella 

Sopranzetti as ERC co-chairs. 

 

6.c. Overview of ZEP communications activities and events  

ETIP Bioenergy x ZEP Webinar 

ZEP has been approached by ETIP Bioenergy to partner on the first webinar of their series 

focusing on key topics in the renewables and bioenergy sector.  

This webinar explores bioenergy with CCS, tackling important considerations for the sector 

and looking at BECCS deployment examples.  

The webinar is scheduled for 18 December from 2 PM to 4 PM. 

The agenda of the webinar is the following: 
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• 14:00 - Welcome and Introduction by Dina Bacovsky, Chair ETIP-B Working Group 2 

on Conversion 

• 14:10 - State-of-play of CCS in Europe and the role of carbon removal solutions, ZEP 

Secretary General Joop Hazenberg  

• 14:30 – Important considerations for Bio-CCS deployment 

• 14:50 – CO2 capture with CDR on Norway’s largest energy-from-waste-plant, 

Hafslund Celsio, Jannicke Bjerkås 

• 15:10 – Retrofitting CO2 capture on RWE power plants, Jens Fuhrmann RWE 

• 15:30 – Discussion  

• 15:55 – Conclusion by Dina Bacovsky 

You can find more information about the webinar on ZEP’s website.  

 

CO2 transport by ship report launch 

ZEP and CCSA are partnering together to launch their latest report on CO2 transport by ship. 

The report will be launched during a webinar, with presentations by the TWG Co-Chair and 

industry actors working on CO2 transport by ship.  

More information about panel speakers and the agenda will be made available on ZEP’s 

website.  

 

ZEP to apply for EUSEW policy session 

The ZEP Secretariat is working on an application for ZEP to host a policy session during the 

EU Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) 2024.  

EUSEW is the European Commission’s flagship event on sustainable energy organised by 

DG ENER and CINEA. The 2024 edition theme is “Net-zero energy solutions for a competitive 

Europe” and will take place on 11-13 June 2024 in Brussels. 

ZEP hosted a session this year together with GCSSI titled “Climate neutral Europe: 

safeguarding jobs and industrial competitiveness” which can be rewatched here.  

The draft application will be presented during the ERC on 15 December for endorsement by 

members.  

The deadline to apply for policy sessions is 19 January 2024.  

 

ZEP Conference  

ZEP is planning a conference on 24 April 2024. The date and location of the conference is to 

be confirmed.  

 

Drax campaign 

https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/event/bioenergy-combined-with-carbon-capture-and-storage-deployment-examples-etip-bioenergy/
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/events/
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/events/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrrdzE5xevM&t=355s
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ZEP took part in a campaign lending its expertise on carbon removal with the support of Kristin 

Jordal (SINTEF and member of carbon removal expert groups). 

A recording took place where Kristin Jordal answered a couple questions about the necessity 

of carbon removals and CCS as a whole.  

From this interview, videos were published by Drax, as well as an article published on the 

World Economic Forum page. 

• Short video 

• Long video 

• WEF article 

https://vimeo.com/865581365?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/889972581/893c0bd794?share=copy
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/11/carbon-removals-critical-net-zero-accelerate-sustainably/
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Agenda Item 7: CCUS Forum and industrial carbon 

management strategy – for information  

 

7.a. CCUS Forum 

The third edition of the CCUS Forum took place in Aalborg, Denmark, on 27-28 November 

2023. ZEP’s Chair Eve Tamme participated in the Forum and intervened as one of the 

speakers during Discussion Panel 10 “All hands on deck – establishing industrial initiative on 

CCS and CCU” (link to the programme). 

 

Denmark, France, Germany, Sweden, and the Netherlands signed the Aalborg declaration on 

27 November (link to the declaration). The declaration delves into the role of CCS and CCU 

for climate neutrality. 

 

Commissioner Kadri Simson gave a speech  (link to the speech) during the Forum highlighting 

that the European Commission will: 

• announce the new list of 14 projects of common interest and mutual interest (link to 

the published list); 

• initiate work with standardisation bodies on CO2 stream composition standards; 

• create a CCS Observatory to monitor, report, and verify the CO2 captured from 

cement and waste incineration plants; and 

• establish an industrial carbon management knowledge sharing network. 

 

The last initiative will include all projects supported by the EU and others willing to subscribe 

to its objectives. Together with the European Commission, ZEP will seek to coordinate this 

initiative with its Projects Network  

 

7.a. Industrial carbon management strategy 

The strategy is expected to be published in Q1 2024. ZEP responded to the consultation (link 

to the response). 

 

 

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/CCUS%20Forum%20agenda%202023_1_0.pdf
https://en.kefm.dk/Media/638366861585598350/EU%20CCUS%20Aalborg%20declaration%20231127%20SEFR.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_23_6086
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/publications/annex-first-union-list-projects-common-and-mutual-interest_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13848-Industrial-carbon-management-carbon-capture-utilisation-and-storage-deployment/F3435333_en
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Agenda Item 8: Repsol application for ZEP membership – for 

vote  

 

8.a. Repsol 

Repsol is a Spanish oil and gas company (link to the company website). Repsol is applying 

for ZEP membership from 1 January 2024 and would be part of the ‘Fossil fuel producers’ 

constituency. David Ramos would be Repsol’s representative (see bio below). 

 

The AC is invited to approve Repsol’s application for membership. 

 

8.b. New ZEP member representatives 

The AC is invited to approve the following new member representatives: 

• Raphael Huyghe for IFPEN; 

• Thomas Le Guénan for BRGM; and 

• Eadbhard Pernot for CATF. 

 

 

 

https://www.repsol.com/en/index.cshtml


 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

                                                                                                  
 

DAVID RAMOS 
GEOLOGICAL LOW CARBON 
SOLUTIONS DIRECTOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David leads the newly created Repsol’s Geological Low Carbon Solutions Direction since 
July 2022. His worldwide responsibilities include all business, commercial and technical 
aspects related to Geothermal, CCS and H2 Geological Storage within Repsol. 
 
 
 
David joined Repsol in 1998. He has developed all his professional career in Repsol 
within the Exploration Organization working on international assignments in Egypt, the 
U.S., and Indonesia. He is currently based in Madrid. 
 
Before joining Repsol, David started his professional career in 1996, working as 
technical project manager in Geotecnia 2000, a geological engineering consulting firm 
in Spain. 
  
Within Repsol, David has held positions as Director of Exploration Eastern Hemisphere 
(Madrid), Director of Exploration Central Functions (Madrid), Senior Exploration Manager 
SE Asia (Jakarta), Exploration Manager Alaska and Exploration Manager GOM (Houston). 
 
David holds a B.S. in Geology and an M.Sc. In Engineering Geology from the 
Complutense University in Madrid (Spain). 
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Agenda Item 9: ZEP Projects Network – for guidance  

 

9.a. ZEP Projects Network 

ZEP has recently announced the launch of the Projects Network, with a first meeting planned 

on 24-25 January at the project site of Porthos in Rotterdam (link to the event page).  

 

Final organisational details are being discussed with Porthos. ZEP and the European 

Commission plan to discuss how best to coordinate the Projects Network with the industrial 

carbon management knowledge sharing network announced by Commissioner Simson during 

the CCUS Forum on 27 November (link to the speech). 

 

An update will be provided during the meeting. 

https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/event/zep-network-projects-porthos/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_23_6086
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Agenda Item 10: CDR and MRR developments – for 

information  

 

10.a. EU certification framework for carbon removals 

The European Commission (EC) adopted a proposal for a regulation establishing a Union 

certification framework for carbon removals on 30 November 2022 (link to the proposal and 

ZEP’s briefing), laying down quality criteria for carbon removal activities, guidelines for 

verification and certification, as well as the procedure for the recognition of certification 

schemes. Certification methodologies and more detailed rules will be set out in implementing 

acts and delegated acts.  

The European Parliament adopted its report on 21 November 2023 (link to the report). The 

Council adopted its position on 17 November 2023 (link to the mandate). Trilogues have 

started. The Council’s Working Party on the Environment is expected to meet on 7 December 

to be informed about outcome of the first round of trilogues. 

The EC’s work on carbon removals is being supported by an expert group (link). The Expert 

Group has held two meetings – a kick-off meeting (7 March; link to the recording and 

documentation) and a workshop on carbon farming (21-22 June; link to the recording and 

documentation). The latest expert group meeting took place on 25-26 October and focused 

on industrial carbon removal methodologies (link to the recording and documentation). The 

next meeting is scheduled for April 2024. ZEP is represented by Kristin Jordal in the expert 

group. 

 

Andrea Klaric from DG CLIMA will give an update at the meeting. 

 

10.b. Revision of the Monitoring and Reporting regulation 

The EU ETS directive was revised in 2023 (link to the revising directive). Following this 

revision, changes are required in the monitoring and reporting regulation. Some of these 

changes are expected to cover CCS and CCU. 

Expected legislative texts include a delegated act on CCU and changes related to CO2 

transport in the monitoring reporting regulation. 

The EC opened a public consultation on the first part of the regulation revision (link to the 

consultation). ZEP responded to the public consultation on the revision of the monitoring and 

reporting regulation asking to ensure an adequate inclusion of all transport modes under the 

regulation (link to ZEP’s response). 

 

Adrian Nicolae from DG CLIMA will give an update at the meeting. 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2022%3A0672%3AFIN
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/proposal-for-a-union-certification-framework-for-carbon-removals/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0402_EN.html
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-15629-2023-INIT/en/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&groupID=3861
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/expert-group-carbon-removals_en#kick-off-meeting-of-the-carbon-removal-expert-group
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/expert-group-carbon-removals_en#kick-off-meeting-of-the-carbon-removal-expert-group
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/expert-group-carbon-removals_en#carbon-farming-workshop
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/expert-group-carbon-removals_en#carbon-farming-workshop
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/expert-group-carbon-removals_en#expert-group-meeting-on-industrial-carbon-removal-certification-methodologies-25-26-october-2023
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A130%3ATOC&uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.130.01.0134.01.ENG
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12104-Revision-of-the-EU-Emission-Trading-System-Monitoring-and-Reporting-Regulation-MRR-_en
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/ZEP-feedback-Monitoring-and-reporting.pdf
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Agenda Item 11: Net Zero Industry Act and STEP proposal – 

for information and guidance 

 

11.a. Net Zero Industry Act and STEP proposal 

The European Commission (EC) published the proposal for a regulation Net Zero Industry Act 

in March 2023 (link to the proposal). ZEP communicated its position on the proposal (link to 

the first reaction and the longer paper). 

The European Parliament (EP) adopted its position on 21 November (link to the position). The 

Council’s draft General Approach was published on 1 December (link to the draft position). 

Trilogues are expected to start in December. 

The EC published the proposal for a regulation Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform 

(STEP) in June 2023 (link to the proposal). The proposal would, among other things, increase 

the size of the Innovation Fund and Horizon Europe funding programmes and would create a 

funding guarantee. CCS projects would be eligible under condition. ZEP’s draft position is 

outlined in the draft paper on CCS funding (see above, ‘Public and private investments must 

fit CCS deployment requirements’). 

The EP adopted its position on 17 October (link to the position). The timeline for the adoption 

of the Council’s position is not known. 

During its latest meeting on 22 November, the Working Group Policy & Funding worked on 

ZEP’s draft position on the Net Zero Industry Act ahead of the trilogues (see pre-read below). 

The draft position was also shared with the External Relations Committee. The proposal would 

be to send the position to policymakers of each institution. Policymakers would also be asked 

to find an agreement on both texts before mid-March 2024 to avoid delays.  

The AC is invited to approve the draft position and messages. 

 

Past engagements on the Act were endorsed by the ACEC. This includes ZEP’s open letter 

on Article 18 (link to the letter), ZEP’s proposed amendments to the Act before summer (link 

to the amendments) and the following messaging sent in October ahead of the vote of the 

European Parliament's Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE): 

• ZEP strongly supports an objective of at least 50 million tonnes of CO2 of annual 

injection capacity by 2030 for storage in the EU under Article 16 of the Net Zero 

Industry Act. ZEP considers that a 2030 EU injection capacity objective of 50 million 

tonnes per annum is a minimum requirement that should be kept in the Act. 

• ZEP would recommend referring to an injection capacity objective that covers the EU, 

in line with ZEP’s position. Furthermore, it is crucial that the EU market is 

supplemented by a Europe-wide market for CO2 storage that covers the European 

Economic Area (EEA) and the UK. 

• ZEP would like to highlight that the term ‘unavoidable industrial process emissions’ 

could create confusion. Technical feasibility is not the only criteria to determine the 

most appropriate decarbonisation solution. The possibility to deploy carbon capture 

and storage (CCS) at scale this decade and its economic feasibility are also crucial is 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/net-zero-industry-act_en
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/zep-first-reaction-to-the-net-zero-industry-act/
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/zep-paper-on-the-green-deal-industrial-plan-and-the-net-zero-industry-act/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0401_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CONSIL:ST_16056_2023_INIT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52023PC0335
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0364_EN.html
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/open-letter-on-article-18-of-the-net-zero-industry-act/
https://zeroemissionsplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/ZEP-proposed-amendments-Draft-ITRE-report-NZIA.pdf
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also key to determine which technology is most favourable its role for industrial 

decarbonisation. The focus should be on hard-to-abate industrial sectors. 

The AC is invited to approve past draft position and messages, previously endorsed by 

the ACEC. 

 

11.b. Innovation Fund 

The European Commission published the Innovation Fund 2023 call for proposals on 23 

November (link to the call). €4 billion are available for innovative decarbonisation technologies. 

This new call is open to small, medium, and large-scale projects and will cover sectors 

including decarbonisation, clean technology manufacturing, maritime and energy-intensive 

industries. Project promoters may apply for grants under five topics with distinct budgets and 

capital expenditures ranging from large to small-scale projects, clean technology 

manufacturing and pilot projects. The deadline to apply is 9 April 2024.  

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_5948


 

 

 
 DRAFT ZEP STANCE ON THE POSITIONS AND DRAFT POSITION1 OF THE THREE INSTITUTIONS ON THE NET ZERO INDUSTRY ACT 

 
TOPICS EUROPEAN COMMISSION EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT COUNCIL2 ZEP STANCE 

Net zero 
technologies 

net-zero technologies’ means 
renewable energy 

technologies; electricity and 
heat storage technologies; 

heat pumps; grid technologies; 
renewable fuels of non-

biological origin technologies; 
sustainable alternative fuels 

technologies; electrolysers and 
fuel cells; advanced 

technologies to produce 
energy from nuclear processes 
with minimal waste from the 

fuel cycle, small modular 
reactors, and related best-in-
class fuels; carbon capture, 

utilisation, and storage 
technologies; and energy-

system related energy 
efficiency technologies. They 

refer to the final products, 
specific components and 

specific machinery primarily 
used for the production of 
those products. They shall 

(d) carbon dioxide (CO2), 
methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide 

(N2O), removal, capture, 
transport, injection (EPP), storage 

and utilisation technologies; 

CO2 transport and carbon 
capture, utilisation, and 

storage technologies; 

ZEP supports the Council text. 
The focus on CO2 and the 
inclusion of the full value 
chain appears adequate. 

 
ZEP would like to add that 

carbon capture and storage 
(CCS) technologies represent 

readily available and cost-
efficient pathways for the 

decarbonisation of industrial 
and energy sectors in the EU. 
Some applications of carbon 
capture and utilisation (CCU) 

– where CO2 is stored in a 
manner intended to be 
permanent – can also 

contribute to this goal. 

 
1 The final Council position on the Net Zero Industry Act is not published as of 6 December 2023. 
2 Ibid. 



 

 

have reached a technology 
readiness level of at least 8. 

Net-zero 
strategic 
projects 

Member States shall recognise 
as net-zero strategic projects 

CO2 storage projects that meet 
the following cumulative 

criteria: 
 

(a) the CO2 storage site is 
located in the territory of the 
Union, its exclusive economic 

zones or on its continental 
shelf within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS);  

 
(b) the CO2 storage project 
contributes to reaching the 

objective set out in Article 18;  
 

(c) the CO2 storage project has 
applied for a permit for the 

safe and permanent geological 
storage of CO2 in accordance 

with Directive 2009/31/EC. 

Member States shall recognise 
the following as net-zero strategic 

projects CO2 strategic projects:  
 
(a) the CO2 capture projects and 
the CO2 infrastructure projects 
necessary for the transport of 

captured CO2 to CO2 storage sites 
that: (i) meet the conditions laid 
down in Article 18(6), point (a); 
and (ii) aim to capture CO2 with 

the aim of storing it in a CO2 
storage site as referred to in 

Article 16(1); 
 

(b) the CO2 storage projects that: 
(i) relate to CO2 storage sites 
located in the territory of the 
Union, its exclusive economic 

zones or on its continental shelf 
within the meaning of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea; (ii) contribute to reaching 
the objective set out in Article 18; 
and (iii) have applied for a permit 

for the safe and permanent 
geological storage of CO2 in 
accordance with Directive 

2009/31/EC. 

Member States shall recognise 
as net-zero strategic projects 

CO2 storage projects that meet 
the following cumulative 

criteria:  
 

(a) the CO2 storage site is 
located in the territory of the 
Union, its exclusive economic 

zones or on its continental 
shelf within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS);  

 
(b) the CO2 storage project 
contributes to reaching the 

objective set out in Article 16;  
 

(c) the CO2 storage project has 
applied for a permit for the 

safe and permanent geological 
storage of CO2 in accordance 

with Directive 2009/31/EC.  
 

2a. CO2 capture projects and 
CO2 transport infrastructure 

projects that facilitate 
connections of installations 

capturing CO2 with CO2 
storage sites recognised as 
net-zero strategic projects 

ZEP supports the Council text. 
The full CCS value chain 

should be eligible for ‘net-
zero strategic projects’ status. 



 

 

according to paragraph 2, can 
also be considered as net-zero 

strategic projects 

Duration of the 
permit-granting 
process for net-
zero strategic 
projects 

The permit-granting process 
for net-zero strategic projects 

shall not exceed any of the 
following time limits:  

 
(a) 9 months for the 

construction of net-zero 
strategic projects with a yearly 
manufacturing capacity of less 

than 1 GW;  
 

(b) 12 months for the 
construction of net-zero 

strategic projects, with a yearly 
manufacturing capacity of 

more than 1 GW;  
 

(c) 18 months for all necessary 
permits to operate a storage 

site in accordance with 
Directive 2009/31/EC.  

 
2. For net-zero strategic 

technologies for which a yearly 
manufacturing capacity is not 
measured in GW, the permit-

granting process shall not 
exceed a time limit of 12 

months. 

The permit-granting process for 
net-zero strategic projects shall 
not exceed any of the following 

time limits:  
 

(a) six months for the 
construction of net-zero strategic 

projects with a yearly 
manufacturing capacity of less 

than 1 GW;  
 

(b) nine months for the 
construction of net-zero strategic 

projects, with a yearly 
manufacturing capacity of more 

than 1 GW;  
 

(c) 18 months for all necessary 
permits to operate a storage site 

in accordance with Directive 
2009/31/EC.  

 
2. For net-zero strategic 

technologies for which a yearly 
manufacturing capacity is not 
measured in GW, the permit-

granting process shall not exceed 
a time limit of nine months. 

The permit-granting process 
for net-zero strategic projects 

shall not exceed any of the 
following time limits:  

 
(a) 9 months for the 

construction or expansion of 
net-zero strategic projects with 

a yearly manufacturing 
capacity of less than 1 GW;  

 
(b) 12 months for the 

construction or expansion of 
net-zero strategic projects, 
with a yearly manufacturing 
capacity of 1 GW or more;  

 
(c) 18 months for all necessary 
permits to operate a storage 

site in accordance with 
Directive 2009/31/EC.  

 
2. For net-zero strategic 

technologies for which a yearly 
manufacturing capacity is not 
measured in GW, the permit-

granting process shall not 
exceed a time limit of 12 

months. 

ZEP supports the European 
Commission and Council 
texts. A time limit of 12 

months for net-zero strategic 
technologies for which a 

yearly manufacturing capacity 
is not measured in GW 

appears adequate. 



 

 

Financing of 
net-zero 
technologies 

/ 

1. Without prejudice to 
Directive 2003/87/EC, 
Member States shall 

report annually on the 
percentage of national 

revenues generated from 
the auctioning of the 

allowances, in accordance 
with the activities allowed 
under Article 10(3) of that 
Directive, that is used to 
support the objectives of 

this Regulation with a 
view of reaching at least 

25%.  
2.  

3. 2. In accordance with 
Article 2 of [STEP 

Regulation] Net-Zero 
Strategic Projects 

selected pursuant to 
Article 10(1), points (a) or 
(b), of this Regulation are 
recognised as fulfilling the 
STEP objectives and shall 
therefore be eligible to 
receive the Sovereignty 
Seal under Article 4 of 

that Regulation as well as 
to receive funds in 

accordance with Article 9 
of that Regulation. 

 
/  

ZEP supports the European 
Parliament text. 
 
ZEP supports the focus on 
low-income countries under 
the STEP regulation but 
would like to highlight that 
most planned CCS projects 
have a cross-border 
dimension. Clarification 
would be required regarding 
the eligibility of CCS projects 
aiming to capture CO2 in EU 
countries with a GDP per 
capita below the EU average 
and transport the CO2 for 
storage in other European 
countries. 



 

 

Union level 
objective of 
CO2 injection 
capacity 

An annual injection capacity of 
at least 50 million tonnes of 

CO2 shall be achieved by 2030, 
in storage sites located in the 

territory of the European 
Union, its exclusive economic 

zones or on its continental 
shelf within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
and which are not combined 
with Enhanced Hydrocarbon 

Recovery (EHR). 

An annual injection capacity of at 
least 50 million tonnes of CO2 
shall be achieved by 2030, in 

storage sites, meaning geological 
storage sites permitted under 

Directive 2009/31/EC including 
depleted oil and gas fields and 
saline aquifers, located in the 

territory of the Union, its 
exclusive economic zones or on 
its continental shelf within the 
meaning of the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea 
and which are not combined with 
Enhanced Hydrocarbon Recovery 

(EHR). 
 
2. The storage sites referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall be designed to 
operate for a minimum of five 
years. 
 
3. By 31 December 2026, the 
Commission shall propose, if 
appropriate, to the European 
Parliament and Council 
requirements for the annual CO2 
injection capacity to be provided 
by 2035, 2040 and 2050, paying 
regard to the needs of Member 
States across the Union. 
 

An annual injection capacity of 
at least 50 million tonnes of 

CO2 shall be achieved by 2030, 
in storage sites located in the 

territory of the European 
Union, its exclusive economic 

zones or on its continental 
shelf within the meaning of the 
United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
and which are not combined 
with Enhanced Hydrocarbon 

Recovery (EHR). 
 
2. All storage sites shall be 
designed to operate for a 
minimum of five years and 
shall respect the principles of 
third-party access, non-
discriminatory tariffs and 
transparency, as defined in 
Directive 2009/31/EC. 

ZEP supports paragraphs 1, 2, 
and 4 of the European 
Parliament text. The inclusion 
of depleted oil and gas fields 
and saline aquifers in the 
description is a useful 
addition. 
 
ZEP supports the signature of 
agreements with 
neighbouring countries to 
achieve a Europe-wide 
market for CO2 storage. The 
development of a strong CO2 
storage capacity by these 
neighbouring countries is 
crucial to achieve that 
market. Agreements related 
to CO2 storage directive could 
be underpinned by the CO2 
storage directive or 
equivalent in the case of third 
countries located outside of 
the EU and the European 
Economic Area (EEA). 



 

 

4. By ... [two years from the date 
of entry into force of this 
Regulation] and every two years 
thereafter, the Commission shall 
submit a report to the European 
Parliament and to the Council on 
the progress achieved towards 
the Union annual injection 
capacity target, including the 
state of the market related to the 
injection capacity. The report 
shall include an overview of the 
geographical spread of storage 
sites across the Union. 
 
5. The report referred to in 
paragraph 4 shall include a CO2 
storage and injection capacity 
adequacy assessment, using, in 
particular, the information 
collected pursuant to Article 17(2) 
and to Article 18 (6), which shall: 
(a) provide a detailed analysis of 
the geographical and temporal 
adequacies between the existing 
and planned CO2 storage sites 
and the CO2 capture projects for 
CO2 emissions from industrial 
installations within the Union; (b) 
identify the main infrastructure 
needed for the transportation and 
storage of CO2 emissions from 



 

 

industrial installations throughout 
the Union; 
(c) identify specific potential for 
CO2 usage to contribute to the 
permanent storage of CO2, which 
could lead to reduced needs for 
CO2 storage, or to reducing the 
Union's dependence on fossil 
fuels. 
 
6. Where the report referred to in 
paragraph 4 shows that the 
demand for CO2 injection 
capacity is significantly higher or 
lower than reflected in the 
capacity targets set out under 
paragraphs 1 and 3, the 
Commission shall adopt a 
delegated act in order to align the 
capacity targets with the demand. 
 
7. Where the report referred to in 
paragraph 4 of this Article shows 
that the market is insufficiently 
developed to provide an 
adequate injection capacity, the 
Commission may adjust the 
contributions under Article 18 
while ensuring that the entities 
affected will have sufficient time 
to adjust their business plans to 
the newly defined obligations. 
 



 

 

8. The Union may integrate its 
neighbouring countries into its 
efforts under this Chapter by 
integrating the provisions of this 
Chapter in agreements with these 
countries or by establishing new 
agreements covering the 
provisions of this Chapter. When 
integrating these provisions in 
existing agreements or when 
establishing new agreements, the 
agreement shall ensure that all 
Union environmental, safety and 
security standards and 
requirements applicable for 
projects under this Chapter are 
respected in the third country. 
The agreement shall also set out 
an additional proportionate 
injection target for the third 
country as well as, in accordance 
with Article 18, a pro rata 
contribution for the relevant 
entities in the third country. 

Transparency of 
CO2 storage 
capacity data 

By 3 months from the entry 
into force of this Regulation, 

Member States shall:  
 

(a) make publicly available 
data on areas where CO2 

storage sites can be permitted 
on their territory.  

 

By 3 months from the entry into 
force of this Regulation, Member 

States shall:  
 

(a) make publicly available data 
on areas where CO2 storage sites 

can be permitted on their 
territory.  

 

By 6 months from the entry 
into force of this Regulation, 

Member States shall:  
 

(a) make data on all areas 
where CO2 storage sites could 
be permitted on their territory, 

including saline aquifers, 
publicly available, without 

ZEP supports paragraphs 1a 
and 1c of the European 
Parliament text. The inclusion 
of saline aquifers in the 
description is useful. 
 
 
ZEP supports paragraph 2 and 
paragraph 2a of the European 



 

 

(b) oblige entities holding an 
authorisation as defined in 

Article 1, point 3, of Directive 
94/22/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the 
Council71 on their territory to 

make publicly available all 
geological data relating to 
production sites that have 
been decommissioned or 

whose decommissioning has 
been notified to the 

competent authority.  
 

(c) For the purposes of point 
(a), the data shall include at 

least the information 
requested in the Commission 

Notice on the Guidance to 
Member States for the update 

of the 2021-2030 National 
Energy and Climate Plans.  

 
2. By six months from the 

entry into force of this 
Regulation and each year 

thereafter, each Member State 
shall submit to the Commission 

a report describing:  
 

(a) CO2 capture projects in 
progress and an estimation of 
the corresponding needs for 

(b) oblige entities holding an 
authorisation as defined in Article 
1, point 3, of Directive 94/22/EC 
of the European Parliament and 

of the Council on their territory to 
make publicly available on a non-
reliance basis all raw geological 
data relating to production sites 
that have been decommissioned 
or whose decommissioning has 
been notified to the competent 

authority, and preliminary 
economic assessments of the 

respective costs of enabling CO2 
injection on each site, including 
data on:(i) whether the site is 
suitable for sustainably, safely 
and permanently injecting and 

storing CO2; (ii) whether 
transport infrastructure and 

modes suitable for safely 
transporting CO2 to reach the site 

is available or can be 
constructed..  

 
(c) For the purposes of point (a), 
the data shall include at least the 

information requested in the 
Commission Notice on the 

Guidance to Member States for 
the update of the 2021-2030 

National Energy and Climate Plans 
and its subsequent updates.  

prejudice to requirements 
regarding the protection of 
confidential information; 

 
(b) oblige entities which are or 

have been holders of an 
authorisation as defined in 

Article 1, point 3, of Directive 
94/22/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the 
Council35 on their territory to 

make publicly available all 
geological data relating to 
production sites that have 
been decommissioned or 

whose decommissioning has 
been notified to the 

competent authority, unless 
the entity has applied for an 

exploration permit in 
accordance with Directive 

2009/31/EC;  
 

(c) for the purposes of point 
(a), the data shall include at 

least the information 
requested in the Commission 

Notice on the Guidance to 
Member States for the update 

of the 2021-2030 National 
Energy and Climate Plans.  

 

Parliament text. The 
description of efforts, 
including bilateral 
agreements, aimed at 
reaching the 50 million 
tonnes per annum injection 
capacity will be extremely 
useful. 



 

 

injection and storage 
capacities;  

 
(b) CO2 storage projects in 

progress on its territory, 
including the status of 

permitting under Directive 
2009/31/EC, expected dates 
for Final Investment Decision 

(FID) and entry into operation;  
 

(c) the national support 
measures that could be 

adopted to prompt projects 
referred to in points (a) and 

(b). 

 
2. By ... [six months from the date 

of entry into force of this 
Regulation] and each year 

thereafter, each Member State 
shall submit to the Commission a 

report, which shall be made 
publicly available, describing:  

 
(a) a mapping of CO2 capture 

projects in progress on its 
territory or in cooperation with 
other Member States, and an 

estimation of the corresponding 
needs for injection and storage 
capacities, and CO2 transport;  

 
(b) a mapping of CO2 storage and 
CO2 transport projects in progress 

on its territory, including the 
status of permitting under 

Directive 2009/31/EC, expected 
dates for Final Investment 

Decision (FID) and entry into 
operation;  

 
(c) the national support measures 

that have been adopted and 
measures that could be adopted 
to prompt projects referred to in 

points (a) and (b).  
 

2. By six months from the 
entry into force of this 

Regulation and each year 
thereafter, each Member State 
shall submit to the Commission 

a report describing:  
 

(a) CO2 capture projects in 
progress and an estimation of 
the corresponding needs and 
plans for transport, injection 

and storage capacities;  
 

(b) CO2 transport and storage 
projects in progress on its 

territory, including the status 
of permitting under Directive 
2009/31/EC, expected dates 
for Final Investment Decision 

(FID) and entry into operation;  
 

(c) the national support 
measures that have or will be 
adopted to prompt projects 
referred to in points (a) and 

(b), as well as measures 
relating to cross-border 
transportation of CO2.  

 
3. Where no CO2 storage 

projects are implemented in a 
Member State, it shall report 
on its plans to facilitate the 



 

 

(ca) the national strategy and 
targets that have been set for the 

capture of CO2 by 2030, and 
when applicable in accordance 

with Article 16(3) for 2035, 2040 
and 2050;  

 
(cb) the arrangements, including 

bilateral agreements made to 
facilitate cross-border 

transportation of CO2, made to 
ensure that entities capturing CO2 

have access to a safe and non- 
discriminatory means of 

transporting CO2;  
 

(cc) CO2 transportation projects 
in progress and an estimation of 

the necessary future CO2 
transport projects’ capacity to 

match the corresponding capture 
and storage capacity.  

 
2a. Should the report referred to 
in paragraph 2 show that no CO2 
storage projects are in progress 

on their territory, Member States 
shall report on plans to facilitate 
the decarbonisation of industrial 
sectors faced with unavoidable 

CO2 emissions. This should 
include cross-border transport of 

CO2 to storage sites located in 

decarbonisation of industrial 
sectors or to develop cross-

border transport of CO2. 



 

 

other Member States, as well as 
CO2 utilisation projects. 

CO2 transport 
infrastructure 

/ 

In order to facilitate the 
achievement of the objective set 

out in Article 16, the Union and its 
Member States in partnership 
with the companies benefiting 

shall ensure the needed 
investments in CO2 transport 

infrastructure, including cross-
border infrastructure, are being 

made. 
 

2. Member States shall take the 
necessary measures to ensure 
that potential users of storage 

sites are able to obtain access to 
CO2 transport networks and to 

storage sites for the purposes of 
geological storage of the 

produced and captured CO2.  
 

3. In order to minimise the 
environmental impact of CO2 

transport, the Union, its Member 
States and all other actors 

involved shall aim to minimise the 
need for CO2 transport.  

 
4. Member States may form, or 

may provide support for the 

/ 

ZEP supports the European 
Parliament text. Investments 
in CO2 transport 
infrastructure will be crucial 
to deploy CCS at scale. 
 



 

 

formation of, entities that have 
the objective of creating CO2 

transport networks including the 
construction of infrastructure or 
the provision of vessels or other 

means of conveyance. The 
formation of such entities shall be 
reviewed at least every two years.  

 
5. By ... [by six months from the 
date of entry into force of this 

Regulation], the Commission and 
Member States shall draw up a 
common strategy to finance the 

infrastructure referred to in 
paragraph 1. 

Contribution to 
the injection 
capacity 
objective 

Each entity holding an 
authorisation as defined in 

Article 1, point 3, of Directive 
94/22/EC shall be subject to an 
individual contribution to the 

Union-wide target for available 
CO2 injection capacity set in 
Article 16. Those individual 

contributions shall be 
calculated pro-rata on the 

basis of each entity’s share in 
the Union’s crude oil and 

natural gas production from 1 
January 2020 to 31 December 
2023 and shall consist of CO2 
injection capacity in a storage 
site permitted in accordance 

Each entity selling crude oil, 
petroleum products or natural gas 
in the Union shall be subject to an 

individual and obligatory 
contribution to the Union-wide 

target for available CO2 injection 
capacity set in Article 16. Those 
individual contributions shall be 

calculated pro-rata on the basis of 
each entity’s share in crude oil, 
petroleum products and natural 

gas sold in the Union from 1 
January 2020 to 31 December 
2023 and shall consist of CO2 

injection capacity in a storage site 
permitted in accordance with 
Directive 2009/31/EC on the 

Each entity holding an 
authorisation as defined in 

Article 1, point 3, of Directive 
94/22/EC shall be subject to an 
individual contribution to the 

Union-wide target for available 
CO2 injection capacity set in 
Article 16. Those individual 

contributions shall be 
calculated pro-rata on the 

basis of each entity’s share in 
the Union’s crude oil and 

natural gas production from 1 
January 2020 to 31 December 
2023 and shall consist of CO2 
injection capacity in a storage 
site permitted in accordance 

ZEP finds the European 
Parliament approach of 
setting an obligation on 
‘entities selling crude oil, 
petroleum products or 
natural gas in the Union’ 
unworkable due to the very 
large number of actors falling 
under that category. 



 

 

with Directive 2009/31/EC on 
the geological storage of 

carbon dioxide and available to 
the market by 2030. 2. Within 
three months of the entry into 

force of this Regulation, 
Member States shall, identify 
and report to the European 

Commission the entities 
referred to in paragraph 1 and 
their volumes in crude oil and 
natural gas production from 1 
January 2020 to 31 December 
2023. 3. Following the receipt 

of the reports submitted 
pursuant to Article 17 (2), the 

Commission after having 
consulted Member States and 
interested parties, shall specify 
the share of the contribution 

to the Union CO2 injection 
capacity objective by 2030 
from entities referred to in 

paragraph 1. 4. Within twelve 
months of the entry into force 
of the Regulation, the entities 

referred to in paragraph 1 shall 
submit to the Commission a 

plan detailing how they intend 
to meet their contribution to 
Union CO2 injection capacity 

objective by 2030. Those plans 
shall: (a) confirm the entity's 

geological storage of carbon 
dioxide and available to the 
market by 2030. 1a. Entities 

referred to in paragraph 1 shall be 
able to meet their individual 

contribution to the Union-wide 
target for available CO2 injection 

capacity through making available 
injection capacity in storages 

located in countries referred to in 
Article 16(8). 1b. Member States 

shall take the necessary measures 
to facilitate and incentivise 

emitters to capture emissions, to 
incentivise investors to finance 

the needed infrastructure to 
transport CO2 to the storage site, 

and where needed, to directly 
fund of CO2 storage projects. 1c. 

Where CO2 is captured and 
transported in one Member State 

and transported and stored in 
other Member States, Member 

States shall coordinate measures 
stated in paragraph 1b. The 

Commission shall ensure and 
facilitate such coordination 

through the establishment of CCS 
Regional Groupings. 2. Within 
three months of the entry into 

force of this Regulation, Member 
States shall, identify and report to 

the Commission the entities 

with Directive 2009/31/EC on 
the geological storage of 

carbon dioxide and available to 
the market by 2030. Entities 

with crude oil and natural gas 
production below a certain 

threshold as defined in 
accordance with a delegated 
act pursuant to paragraph 7 

shall beare excluded from this 
calculation and shallare not be 

subject to a contribution. 2. 
Within three months of the 

entry into force of this 
Regulation, Member States 

shall, identify and report to the 
European Commission the 

entities referred to in 
paragraph 1 and their volumes 

in crude oil and natural gas 
production from 1 January 

2020 to 31 December 2023. 3. 
Following the receipt of the 

reports submitted pursuant to 
Article 17 (2), the Commission 

after having consulted 
Member States and interested 

parties, shall specify the 
contributions to the Union CO2 
injection capacity objective by 
2030 from entities referred to 

in paragraph 1. 4. Within 
twelve months of the entry 



 

 

contribution, expressed in 
terms of targeted volume of 

new CO2 storage and injection 
capacity commissioned by 

2030; (b) specify the means 
and the milestones for 

reaching the targeted volume. 
5. To meet their targeted 

volumes of available injection 
capacity, entities referred to in 
paragraph 1 can do any of the 

following: (a) develop CO2 
storage projects alone or in co-

operation; (b) enter into 
agreements with other entities 
referred to in paragraph 1; (c) 

enter into agreements with 
third party storage project 

developers or investors to fulfil 
their contribution. 6. Two 

years after the entry into force 
of the Regulation and every 
year thereafter, the entities 

referred to in paragraph 1 shall 
submit a report to the 

Commission detailing their 
progress towards meeting 

their contribution. The 
Commission shall make these 

reports public. 7. The 
Commission is empowered to 

adopt delegated acts in 
accordance with Article 32 to 

referred to in paragraph 1 and 
their volumes in crude oil and 

natural gas sale from 1 January 
2020 to 31 December 2023. 3. 

Following the receipt of the 
reports submitted pursuant to 
Article 17 (2), the Commission 

after having consulted Member 
States and interested parties, 
shall specify the share of the 

contribution to the Union CO2 
injection capacity objective by 

2030 from entities referred to in 
paragraph 1. Within twelve 

months of the entry into force of 
the Regulation, the entities 

referred to in paragraph 1 shall 
submit to the Commission a plan 

detailing how they intend to meet 
their contribution to Union CO2 
injection capacity objective by 

2030. Those plans shall: (a) 
confirm the entity's contribution, 

expressed in terms of targeted 
volume of new CO2 storage and 
injection capacity commissioned 
by 2030; (b) specify the means 

and the milestones for reaching 
the targeted volume. 5. To meet 

their targeted volumes of 
available injection capacity, 

entities referred to in paragraph 1 
can do any of the following: (a) 

into force of the Regulation, 
the entities referred to in 

paragraph 1 shall submit to the 
Commission a plan detailing 

how they intend to meet their 
contribution to Union CO2 

injection capacity objective by 
2030. Those plans shall: (a) 

confirm the entity's 
contribution, expressed in 

terms of targeted volume of 
new CO2 storage and injection 

capacity commissioned by 
2030; (b) specify the means 

and the milestones for 
reaching the targeted volume 

To meet their targeted 
volumes of available injection 

capacity, entities referred to in 
paragraph 1 can do any of the 

following: (a) develop CO2 
storage projects alone or in co-

operation; (b) enter into 
agreements with other entities 
referred to in paragraph 1; (c) 

enter into agreements with 
third party storage project 

developers or investors to fulfil 
their contribution. 6. Two 

years after the entry into force 
of the Regulation and every 
year thereafter, the entities 

referred to in paragraph 1 shall 



 

 

supplement this Regulation 
concerning: (a) The modalities 
in which agreements between 

entities referred to in 
paragraph 1 and investments 

in storage capacity held by 
third parties are taken into 

account to meet their 
individual contribution under 

paragraph 5, points b and c. (b) 
The content of the reports 
referred to in paragraph 6. 

invest in, or develop, CO2 storage 
projects alone or in co-operation; 

(b) enter into agreements with 
other entities referred to in 

paragraph 1, thereby considering 
the overall aim of increasing 

regional storage capacity across 
the Union; (c) enter into 

agreements with third party 
storage, capture and transport, 

project developers or investors to 
fulfil their contribution. 6. By ... 
[two years from the entry into 

force of the Regulation] and every 
year thereafter, the entities 

referred to in paragraph 1 shall 
submit a report to the competent 
authorities of the Members States 

and the Commission detailing 
their progress towards meeting 

their contribution. In accordance 
with Directive 2009/31/EC, that 

report shall include details on the 
newly commissioned storage 
capacities, the extent of its 

utilisation, and an overview of the 
economic feasibility of planned 

injection capacities and 
recommendations to the Member 

States on additional measured 
required to reach the CO2 

injection targets.The Commission 
shall make these reports public. 

submit a report to the 
Commission detailing their 
progress towards meeting 

their contribution. The 
Commission shall make these 

reports public. 6a. By 
derogation, a Member State 
may request the Commission 

to exempt the entities referred 
to in paragraph 1 from 

individual contribution in 
relation to the production 

activities they have carried out 
on the territory of that 

Member State from 1 January 
2020 to 31 December 2023, 
provided that: (a) the overall 

annual injection capacity of all 
storage sites operated by any 

industry having received a 
storage permit within the 

meaning of Directive 
2009/31/EC and having 

reached a final investment 
decision located on the 

territory of the Member State 
exceeds the sum of the 

individual contributions of the 
entities referred to in 

paragraph 1 in relation to the 
relevant production activities. 
The annual injection capacities 
associated with these storage 



 

 

6a. The Commission shall assess 
the compliance of the entities 

referred to in paragraph 1 with 
the requirements of this Chapter. 

In this assessment the 
Commission shall take into 

account the development of CO2 
transport modalities to the 
injection sites as well as the 

development of CO2 capture 
activities to produce the demand 
for CO2 injection. If either or both 

infrastructure and capture 
activities, needed for a specific 

injection project to become 
operational, are lacking resulting 
in a specific entity not meeting its 

obligations this Article the 
Commission may reduce the 

injection obligation of a specific 
entity for a specific year. Any 
reduction shall be recovered 

within five years after the 
reduction took place. 7. The 

Commission is empowered to 
adopt delegated acts in 

accordance with Article 32 to 
supplement this Regulation 

concerning: (a) The modalities in 
which agreements between 

entities referred to in paragraph 1 
and investments in storage 

capacity held by third parties are 

sites shall correspond to those 
mentioned in the storage 
permits and in the final 

investment decisions and 
contribute to the Union-wide 

target for available CO2 
injection capacity set in Article 

16. 
(b) the application is submitted 

before the end of [2027]. 
Provided that the two above 

conditions are met, the 
Commission shall adopt a 

decision exempting the entities 
concerned, referred to in 
paragraph 1, from their 

individual contribution in 
relation to the production 

activities they have carried out 
on the territory of the Member 
State submitting the request. 
Exempted entities may enter 

into agreements in accordance 
with paragraph 5, points (b) 
and (c) only in respect of any 
injection capacity exceeding 
the individual contribution 

from which they are exempted 
and the sum of the individual 
contributions that has been 

exempted. One year after the 
exempting decision and every 
year thereafter, the Member 



 

 

taken into account to meet their 
individual contribution under 

paragraph 5, points b and c. (b) 
The content of the reports 

referred to in paragraph 6; (ba) 
Dissuasive and proportionate 

sanctions and penalties that may 
be applied to entities referred to 
in paragraph 1 that fail to comply 

with the requirements of this 
Regulation. 7b. To contribute to 
the Union CO2 injection capacity 
objective, entities referred to in 

paragraph 1 are entitled to 
account the CO2 injection 

capacity corresponding to the 
project shares owned by another 
shareholder involved in a storage 
project, in case that shareholder 
does not fall under the scope of 

paragraph 1. 

State shall submit a report to 
the Commission detailing the 

progress of the exempted 
entities towards meeting their 
contribution to the Union-wide 

target for available CO2 
injection capacity set in Article 
16. The Commission shall make 

these reports public. 7. The 
Commission is empowered to 

adopt delegated acts in 
accordance with Article 32 to 
supplement this Regulation 
concerning: (-a) The rules 

concerning the identification of 
entities subject to contribution 
in accordance with paragraph 

1, including the threshold 
below which entities are 

exempt from contribution; (a) 
The modalities in which 

agreements between entities 
referred to in paragraph 1 and 

investments in storage 
capacity held by third parties 

are taken into account to meet 
their individual contribution 
under paragraph 5, points b 
and c; (b) The content of the 

reports referred to in 
paragraph 6. 

 



 

 

The conditions under which 
the Commission may exempt 

entities from part of their 
individual contribution in 

accordance with paragraph 6a. 

 
Regulatory 
framework for 
the market for 
captured CO2 

/ 

By ... [six months from the date of 
entry into force of the 

Regulation], the Commission shall 
publish guidelines indicating the 
maximum appropriate levels of 

CO2 purity and of trace elements 
within the flow that is to be 

specified by an entity seeking to 
have a CO2 storage project 

confirmed as contributing to the 
Union's injection capacity 

objective.  
 

2. By ... [2 years from the date of 
entry into force of this 

Regulation], the Commission shall 
carry out an assessment in 

accordance with paragraph 2 and, 
if appropriate, submit a legislative 
proposal to establish a regulatory 
framework for a Union-wide CO2 

capture, usage, storage and 
transport market to complement 

the rules set out in Directive 
2009/31/EC, laying down rules 

on:  
 

/ 

ZEP supports the European 
Parliament provision, noting 
that sufficient time should be 
allocated to develop CO2 
specifications. A regulatory 
framework for a Union-wide 
CO2 capture, usage, storage 
and transport market will 
support the development of 
CCS in Europe. 



 

 

(a) open, fair and non-
discriminatory access and safety 
of the CO2 storage and transport 

network;  
 

(b) open, fair and non-
discriminatory access to capture 

CO2 for usage or storage 
purposes;  

 
(c) the functioning and 

interconnection of the CO2 
transport network and other 

infrastructure across the Union;  
 

(d) economic incentives, funding 
and financial assistance 

mechanisms;  
 

(e) specification standards for 
CO2 storage and transport;  

 
(f) environmental standards;  

 
(g) guarantees for the origin of 

CO2;  
 

(h) enforcement mechanisms.  
 

2a. Before adopting any 
legislative proposal as referred to 
in paragraph 2, the Commission 

shall assess whether:  



 

 

 
(a) the functioning of the CO2 

market ensures sufficient access 
to injection capacity for 

unavoidable CO2 emissions;  
 

(b) the obligations set out in 
Article 18(1) effectively promote 

the development of the CO2 
storage market in the Union. 

Where the assessment pursuant 
to this paragraph shows that the 
market is not developing in line 

with the objectives of this 
Regulation, the Commission may 
decide to include rules to provide 

priority access for unavoidable 
emissions to injection capacity as 
well as to amend this Regulation 
to change the obligations set out 
in Article 18(1). The Commission 
shall ensure that all sectors with 
unavoidable industrial process 

emissions have sufficient access 
to the CO2 injection capacity. 

Where its assessments show the 
market is not developing in line 

with this objective, the 
Commission shall develop rules to 

provide priority access for 
unavoidable industrial process 
emissions to the CO2 injection 

capacity. To facilitate the 



 

 

assessment pursuant to this 
paragraph, the Commission shall 

develop a list of sectors with 
unavoidable industrial process 

emissions from large-scale 
industrial installations for which 

no direct emissions reduction 
options are available after the 
best available techniques have 
been applied, based on a clear 

methodology including scientific 
evidence, the current state-of-

the-art of relevant technologies, 
economic feasibility, as well as 

appropriate demand-side 
emissions reduction measures. 
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11.a. 2024 meeting dates – for information 

IWG9 Plenary and ZEP Advisory Council (Wednesdays) 

• 20 March 

ZEP Advisory Council Executive Committee (Tuesdays) 

• 16 January 

Technology Committee 

• 22 February 

Policy & Economics Committee 

• 8 February  

External Relations Committee 

• 26 January 

 


