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Agenda Item 5: Guest Presentation  

 
5. Lowest Cost Decarbonisation for the UK: The Critical Role of CCS 

Speaker: Lord Oxburgh (Parliamentary Advisory Group on CCS) 

 
This report addresses the policy disconnect that arises between the previous Government’s 
cancellation of the carbon capture and storage (CCS) competition on grounds of cost and the 
advice it received from a number of independent policy bodies that CCS was an essential 
technology for least cost decarbonisation of the UK economy to meet international agreements 
(most recently Paris 2015).  
 
The group concluded that carbon capture and storage is an essential component in delivering 
lowest cost decarbonisation across the whole UK economy. CCS works and can be deployed 
quickly at scale. Current CCS technology and its supply chain are fit for purpose. It also concluded 
that there is no reason to wait for international projects or for technological progress in either the 
components or overall system of CCS. Because lead times are long – planning, regulatory and 
construction – early decisions are needed. 
 
A copy of the full report can be accessed via the following link  
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