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Object: Amendment of the Article 6 of the 1996 Protocol to the Convention on the prevention of Marine Pollution by dumping wastes and other matter, 1972 (the London protocol)

Dear [representatives],

During the Fourth meeting of Contracting Parties to the London Protocol in October 2009 (London) Contracting Parties will be invited to give their views on the amendment of the Article 6 of the Protocol, which prohibits the export of wastes or other matter to other countries for dumping or incineration at sea.

The Norwegian government has made a proposal that would permit both the transboundary transfer of CO2 for the purpose of geological storage and the deliberate transboundary migration of stored CO2 within the sub-seabed geological formation after storage. 

The Zero Emission Fossil Fuel Power Plants Platform (ZEP) supports strongly the Norwegian proposal since the transboundary transport of CO2 for geological storage will be a necessary activity for a wide and early international Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) deployment. Almost every country has large point sources of CO2 that are suitable for capture; however, not every country has access to suitable geological storage sites. For these countries it is important that the option to transport captured CO2 to storage sites located in other countries is available. The current prohibition on the transboundary transport of CO2 represents therefore a significant constraint on efforts to deploy CCS. 

The Contracting Parties of the London protocol have already acknowledged the major role of Carbon Capture and Geological Storage as part of a suite of measures to tackle climate change and ocean acidification. The 2006 amendment of the Annex 1 of the Protocol has indeed permitted the storage of CO2 in sub-seabed geological formations. Nevertheless, some legal and regulatory barriers remain. Failure to permit the transboundary transport of CCS will impact on the urgent international efforts occurring now to deploy commercial-scale CCS projects that demonstrate the full technology chain. ZEP sees indeed a risk that if the transboundary transportation of CO2 is not permitted, a number of CCS projects that are planned to be developed will have to be delayed or abandoned. 

In this perspective, ZEP underlines the urgency of this matter and recommends firmly the Contracting Parties to the London Protocol to give their support to the Norwegian proposal as soon as practical and in due time before the meeting in London and thereby make a step forward to the deployment of CCS as one of low-carbon technologies that will be needed to address global climate change challenges.

Sincerely Yours,

Dr. Graeme Sweeney

Chairman
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