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Biographical sketch

Martha Heitzmann is Vice President, Research and Development for the Air Liquide Group. With an annual budget exceeding EUR 200 million, and some 500 researchers around the world, the group’s R&D portfolio includes a wide array of projects, on topics which include industrial gases, medical gases, food processing, cleaner combustion, alternative fuels and CO2 sequestration. Present in more than 70 countries worldwide, Air Liquide has Research and Development centres in Japan, the United States, and France, as well as smaller R&D units and pilot projects in some twenty countries. Before joining the Air Liquide group in 2007, Dr. Heitzmann was Principal Administrator of the OECD’s programme of Environmental Performance Reviews for more than seven years. In this capacity, she led teams of experts in evaluating the performance of four countries per year, relative to their environmental protection objectives, as set out in domestic legislation and international agreements. Her previous professional experience includes work with Suez and Veolia, two large French multi-nationals active in environmental services, and with the World Bank and Asian Development Bank, based in the South Pacific and SE Asia. Dr. Heitzmann holds a doctorate degree in environmental engineering from Harvard University, an MBA from the French College des Ingènieurs, and an undergraduate degree in biology from the University of Arizona. After growing up on a ranch in Arizona, and subsequently living several years in the South Pacific and Southeast Asia, marriage brought Dr. Heitzmann to France in 1997. She now holds double nationality, like her three children. Her husband, Pierre, is a partner at Jones Day, based in Paris.
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